Dear Teachers of Mathematics in Grades 5-8:

It is time to make plans for the 31st Annual Calculator Tournament to be held on Saturday, March 17, 2007 at Indiana University Northwest (IUNW). The Northwest Indiana Council of Teachers of Mathematics and IUNW sponsor this annual event. If you have never sent contestants to this event, we invite you to start involving students, develop some problem solving strategies, and bring a team.

This 30-year-old contest is about mathematical literacy and excellence in achievement. Competition is based on a student’s ability to comprehend and solve problems; little if any importance is placed upon speed of calculator use. Time is spent in deciding which computations, if any, will lead to a correct solution. 
On Site Activities

The day begins with registration in the lobby of Hawthorn Hall at 8:30am. After 50 minutes of problem solving, while the papers are being scored, students participate in program events. These include “How to Solve It” sessions and one other activity. The Tournament concludes with an awards ceremony and lunch. Everyone receives a certificate of participation, while the top 12 students and top school in each category are recognized with ribbons or trophies. 

The Contest: 


The tests are written in a short answer format. The contest involves classroom teachers who bring their students, members of The Northwest Indiana Council of Teachers of Mathematics, and many members of the University Community - including the Mathematics Department that oversees test construction. Students compete in one of three categories depending upon their assigned grade level. 

Category I for students in grade 5, considers problems involving arithmetic and applications of whole numbers and rational numbers (both decimal and fraction numerals). Simple concepts and applications from geometry and statistics may also be included. 
Category II for students in grade 6, also considers problems involving arithmetic and applications of whole numbers and rational numbers (both decimal and fraction numerals) but with somewhat more sophistication than those for grade 5. Simple concepts and applications from geometry and statistics will be included.

Category III: for students of grades 7 and 8 will be centered about various pre-algebra concepts and applications. Items for grades 7 and 8 involve more sophisticated problems and more complex situations than are presented for Category I.

Registration Procedures


Registration forms and a copy of the Tournament Rules are enclosed. On-site registration begins promptly at 8:30 AM in the main lobby of Hawthorn Hall on the IUN Campus and the contest begins at 9:00 AM CST. Please factor in the time change if you are traveling from outside the Lake/Porter County area.
Fees
   Student Participants $6.00. This includes morning refreshments, the tournament, program sessions, awards, and lunch. 

   Sponsors, Teachers, or Other Adults $9.00. This includes registration for the Conference, membership in NICTM for 2006-07, parking and a student lunch. All sponsors, teachers or parents, are expected to register. 

Parking


You may park in any available regular space in the North parking lot. 

Preparing for the Contest

Check out sample questions on the website at http://www.iun.edu/~mathst/calculator.htm
Other: 


We always need teachers and sponsors to help us with the management of the tournament. In particular we need: 

a) Registrars on Saturday morning, 

b) Monitors, 

c) Scorers, and 

d) Activity workers.


For more information about the contest, please contact me, Mary Beth Mitchell, Tournament Director at 981-5691, email mbmitch@iun.edu or check out the website http://www.iun.edu/~mathst/calculator.htm . Registration forms, rules and all other information about the tournament can be found at the above website. 
Sincerely,

Mary Beth Mitchell

Department of Mathematics and Actuarial Sciences

Indiana University Northwest

3400 Broadway

Gary, IN 46408

219-981-5691

mbmitch@iun.edu
RULES

1.
Transportation to and from the contest site is the responsibility of parents and/or school. 
2.
Sponsors and participants must pre-register. Alternates will not be able to compete except as a substitute for another student. Substitutions can be made at registration on the day of the Tournament.

3.
A team consists of up to 4 students attending the same school, and certified by the building administrator as being the team for that category, for that school. 
If a school enrolls students that fall into more than one category, a team may be entered in each appropriate category. If there is a program for advanced students at your school, you may want to enter a team in the next higher category. 
4.
The total number of participants is limited. Participants will be accepted on the basis of the earliest postmark. If your entrants cannot be accommodated, you will be called and your entry materials will be returned to you.

5.
All calculators must be self-contained, battery-powered or light-powered machines. Each student is to have his or her own calculator. There are no restrictions on the type and number of functions that a calculator may have. However, a basic 4-function calculator with memory keys is recommended for all categories. Programmable and/or graphing calculators are not required, but some students simply like to use them; they are permissible. 
6.
The problem-solving period is 50 minutes.  

7.
Individual and team winners will be determined in each category. 
· A STUDENT’S SCORE is the number of correct responses recorded on the answer sheet in the appropriate spaces. In the case of ties, the student with the first error is assigned the lower place. 
· THE TEAM SCORE is the sum of the scores of the team members. In case of team ties, the team with the highest placed individual is awarded the higher place.
8.
Students are to determine the correct answer to an item and write it on the answer sheet provided. [Students should be cautioned to be sure that they record their answers on the answer sheet, and on the correct lines.]  The decisions of the Tournament Scoring Committee are final.

9.
The contest is subject to cancellation if not enough schools participate.

