1. China’s Geography

The third largest country in the world (after Russia and Canada) and slightly larger than the United States (see the overlapped maps of China and the United States at http://www.chinapage.org/map/map.html), China is much  bigger than its east and southeast Asian neighbors. Unlike the United States, which enjoys coasts on both sides of the north American continent, China has a coastline only on its east side, and the western part of China is covered with mountainous plateaus reaching as high as 3,000 feet above sea level. The highest peak, Mount Everest, could be as high as 29,029 feet.  Only less than half of Chinese land is arable land, in the east, so the majority of the Chinese population concentrates on the eastern coast or nearby. Unlike most mountain ranges in the U.S. that go north—south, the Chinese mountain ranges largely go northeast—southwest, creating very different climates in different regions. Thus when it pours in north China, south China can be suffering from a severe drought, or vice versa. 

2. History and Development of Civilization in China

China is one of the four most ancient civilizations in the world. (The other three are Mesopotamian, Egyptian, and Indian.) Historically, China was one of the earliest developed civilizations in Asia. China is also the most continuous civilization in the world. Despite dynastic changes, China has also remained a unified political entity since 200 B.C.  Other ancient civilizations, such as the Egyptians, Mesopotamians and Indians, all stopped using their ancient languages after a period of time, but the Chinese language has enjoyed continuity over at least four thousand years. China’s history of written records dates back to 4,000 years ago (the Chinese talk about a civilization of five thousand years). Paper was invented in China around 200 A.D., spread to west Asia around 800 A.D., and to Europe around 1,100 A.D.  The Chinese also contributed the compass and gunpowder to world civilizations. Starting from around the 2nd century B.C., China had already established extensive trading networks with central, west Asian countries and peoples. The trade route extended as far as Rome. In the 19th century, German geographer Ferdinand Baron von Richthofen named this trade route “The Silk Road,” a name that has carried to this day. According to Kenneth Pomeranz, Chinese science and technology continued to be advanced until around 1800, when Europe started to surpass China in these areas.
3. A China-Centered World
In contrast to the warring states of central and east/southeast Asia, China seemed to tower above its neighbors and was able assimilate any military conquerors. The early development and dominance of Chinese civilization led to a Sino (China)-centric view of the world. China, or zhong guo in Chinese, literally means the “center of the world”, and this conceited view of the world was predominant among the leading Chinese. 

Before 1550, that conceitedness did not block China from extensive communications with the outside world through trade and the foreign students who came to study the Chinese language and culture. The most notable exchange was perhaps a maritime expedition led by Zheng He between 1405-1433, with 317 ships and 27,870 men setting sail with silks, porcelain, and spices for trade, traveling across India, the Arabian Sea, then Aden and then Malindi in East Africa. After 1550, however, the Chinese government gradually shut down its international trade. 

Even at the height of its international commerce, China did not often maintain an equal relationship with its trade partners, rendering them into tributary states---states that paid tributes and relied on Chinese military protection and political patronage. A tributary state was one that claimed it respected the Chinese civilization and would rely on Chinese military protection. It would send tributes to China annually to reconfirm its tributary status to China. In return, the Chinese emperor would also generously return gifts to the tributary states. Friendly tributary states historically included Annam (Vietnam), Korea, the Ryukyu Islands, and others. By the 1700s, China was very used to treating most states in contact with it (mostly its Asian neighbors) as tributary states.
Even states and peoples who fought China---barbaric neighbors that conquered China militarily---were often conquered by the Chinese culture to various extents later. They included the Huns, Mongols, Manchus, etc. The Mongols were not able to maintain their rule in China for long because they refused to be much assimilated into the Chinese culture. The Manchus were very successful in assimilating into the Chinese culture, therefore maintaining their rule from 1644 into the 20th century and perhaps could perpetuate their rule longer had the Westerners not come to China. 
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4. The Qing Dynasty 

Imperial dynasties ruled over a unified China from around 220 B.C. up to 1911. Periodically, the unification would disintegrate for various reasons, but it would invariably be restored. The last dynasty to rule over a unified China was called the Qing (Pure) Dynasty (1644-1911). It was established by the Manchus, a nomadic people who inhabited the northeastern borders of China (called Manchuria) and served as frontier guards in the Chinese army.  The word Qing, meaning pure, sounds eerily Muslim, suggesting their connections with the Central Asian Muslim tribes, but like most previous foreign rulers in China, they quickly Sinicized, converting into Confucianism in China and becoming exemplary Confucian rulers, although succumbing from time to time to Buddhist influences.  The Manchu emperors also inherited the Sino-centric view of the world, perhaps even more so than their Han (the largest ethnic group in China) counterparts because they felt they needed to act truly Chinese in order to consolidate their rule over the Chinese.  In the 18th century, Manchu emperors encountered what later would turn out to be a more formidable foe than rebels or the Han (the majority of Chinese whom they ruled over)---the Europeans who were beginning to undergo the Industrial Revolution and were looking for overseas markets for their machine manufactured goods. Initially, Manchu emperors tried to ignore these European envoys for trade. 

5. China Encounters the Europeans

Unlike previous visitors to China, the English who came for trade in the 19th century were not in a position to pay tribute to China. Britain was just undergoing an industrial revolution and in great need to open up markets around the world. Its advocacy of free trade clashed with the Chinese imperial system that emphasized self-sufficiency and feared the influence of robust international commerce and trade on the Chinese culture and society. As early as 1600, China limited trade with foreign countries to only the city of Canton, called the Canton System. There developed a class of Chinese merchants that specialized in trade between foreign merchants and Chinese merchants outside of Canton.  They were called the compradors.

When Lord McCartney, envoy to King George III of England came to China seeking free trade in 1793, Emperor Qian Long treated him as yet another envoy from a country seeking to be a tributary state to China. Emperor Qian Long’s ignorance of England contrasted with the English familiarity with international navigation. Clashes between the two were almost inevitable. When Emperor Qian Long’s ministers asked Lord McCartney to kowtow to the emperor following the style of Chinese imperial ministers kneeling and touching the ground with one’s forehead), Lord McCartney curtsied, saying that was what he did to his king. This was just one of the few cultural clashes between the two. Lord McCartney brought many goods to China, mostly industrial machine made products, as a way to befriend the Chinese emperor and to show to the latter England’s recent developments, but Emperor Qian Long took the presents to be tributary goods. Emperor Qian Long turned down McCartney’s request for trade, not knowing that half a century later, China was going to pay heavily for it, with money and territorial concessions.

The First Opium War (1839-42)

In 1839, China and Europe clashed in a war over opium. The Chinese destruction of British opium, grown in India, (c.f. our drug war today) led to British government retaliation and declaration of war on China. Historically, Britain bought Chinese tea, silk, and Chinaware, but China, a self-sufficient economy as Emperor Qian Long (also spelled Chien Lung) alleged in 1793, bought little from Britain. Finally, Britain found a niche in the Chinese market: opium, which caused many Chinese, from the emperor's son to the pauper, to be addicted, leading to the Chinese banning of opium in 1839 and the First Opium War (1839-42).
After China was defeated by Britain in the war, China was required to do many things, including the following: 

1. Pay Britain twenty-one million dollars. 

2. Open five southern Chinese ports to Britain for trade. 

3. Allow Britain one-sided most-favored nation status (which meant British goods in China would be subject to low tariffs while Chinese goods would be subject to high tariffs in Britain).
4. Allow British subjects extraterritoriality in China (meaning British subjects were not subject to Chinese law in China and could be tried by their British peers or expedited to Britain for trial).
The First Opium War was followed by a series of humiliating defeats of China by foreigners in the second half of the 19th century: the Second Opium War (1858-60); the Sino-French War (1884-85); the Sino-Japanese War (1894-95), and finally, the retaliation of the Eight Allied Forces against China (1900-01).   

The Second Opium War (1856-60)

After the First Opium War, despite the Chinese concessions to the British and later to other European countries, the British found insufficient change in China's attitude toward the foreign world, and hoped to expand British forces in northern China (the five treaty ports in the first treaty were all in the south). The murder of a French missionary and the seizure of a British ship were the timely pretexts that saw the launching of a joint Anglo-French military force that attacked and captured the city of Tianjin. Treaty negotiations followed and resulted in an agreement opening numerous new ports for trade, legalizing the opium trade, and making various other provisions as demanded by the westerners. By the terms of the Treaty of Tianjin (1858) the Chinese opened new ports to trading and allowed foreigners with passports to travel in the interior. Christians gained the right to spread their faith and hold property, thus opening up another means of western penetration. The United States and Russia gained the same privileges in separate treaties. The treaty was agreed to locally, but the Emperor’s court in Beijing refused to ratify it. This resulted in the British/French joint forces' seizure of Beijing, forcing the emperor Xianfeng (Hsian Feng) to flee the city, together with his queen and favorite concubine, the later empress dowager Cixi (Tzu Hsi). The emperor's summer palace was burnt down by Lord Elgin, commander of the British troops in Beijing. And the Chinese government had to agree to the content of the Treaty of Tianjin.

The Sino-French War (1883-1885)

The Sino-French War (1883-1885) was fought over Vietnam, traditionally a Chinese protectorate. It ended in Chinese failure and recognition of a joint protectorate in Vietnam between China and France.

The Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895)

The Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895) was fought with Japan over Korea, traditionally a Chinese protectorate. It ended in Chinese failure and Japanese colonization of Korea and the Chinese province of Taiwan. In the Treaty of Shimonoseki signed at the end of the war, China had to pay an indemnity of 200,000,000 taels (about $200 million) to Japan and open the ports of Shashi, Chongqing, Suzhou, and Kangzhou to Japanese trade. The Triple Intervention (1895), secured by Russia, France, and Germany, subsequently required Japan to retrocede the Liaotung Peninsula to China in return for an additional indemnity of 30,000,000 taels.

The Boxer Uprising and the Eight Allied Forces Intervention 1900-1901 
In 1900, a Chinese peasant movement called the Boxers started to target foreign missionaries and Chinese Christians. They called themselves I-ho ch'uan, or “Righteous and Harmonious Fists.” They practiced boxing skills that they believed made them impervious to bullets. It was a nativist, xenophobic movement tacitly supported by the Chinese government to leverage the foreign presence in China. For a moment, the Boxers besieged the foreign legations in Beijing, leading to the joint intervention of the troops of six European countries, plus Japan and the United States. The ultimate Boxer Protocol China signed with these foreign countries allowed the latter to station troops in China at key points. The Chinese government was to pay $330 million in gold to the countries involved to cover their war cost, plus many more fees in hundreds of thousands of dollars to cover other expenses incurred by the war. 

6. A Change in China’s Self-Conception and Worldview

These wars shattered the Chinese conception of themselves and the outside world. Up to 1839, even in the letter to Queen Victoria by Commissioner Lin Tse-hsu, who was in charge of dealing with the sale of British opium in China, the view of the outside world had not changed significantly from half a century earlier, the time of Emperor Qian Long (Chien-lung). A closed, self-complacent, agrarian and self-sufficient Chinese economy finally encountered the taste of an aggressive, rapidly industrializing society that would not bow to any one else. It was a shock that would send reverberations throughout the 19th and 20th centuries. China's defeat in this series of wars, while fostering nationalism, would inflict a tremendous dent on the Chinese sense of cultural identity. Serious questionings of Chinese culture and government would eventually follow. Unlike the Japanese, who would strive to hold onto some "national essence," the Chinese, in the 20th century, would seek the destruction of such an essence, namely, Confucian learning: the systematic teachings by Confucius, a Chinese scholar who lived 2,500 years ago. They would also usher in a regime change: replacing the Manchu imperial government with a republic in 1911. In the 19th century, serious questionings of traditional Chinese practices were made and reforms were proposed.

7. Proposals for Reform

The 1895 Chinese Scholars' Petition for Reform

Upon hearing of China's defeat by Japan, formerly a country that had looked up to China, many Chinese scholars petitioned the Chinese government for reforms. Prior to 1895, limited reforms had been carried out, primarily in establishing naval shipyards and creating some sporadic schools, which specialized in engineering, translation, and interpretation.The effort was not nationwide because China did not have a nationwide educational system. The traditional form of education was private tutorials, and the Imperial Examination System used to select government officials was based primarily on a familiarity with classical Confucian texts on human cultivation.

The Imperial Examination System

From around 7th century A.D., China started a civil service examination whereby they selected government officials based on a variety of subjects, chiefly Confucian learning texts. By the time of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911), only two subjects remained in the examination: a civics part, focusing on Confucian learning, and a military part (consisting of horse riding, archery, etc.) reserved only for Manchu men.  Science and technology, although developed early in China, were ignored by the state. After the Western encroachments into China, more and more Chinese reformers advocated a reform of the imperial examination system, adding subjects such as mathematics and astronomy. Also, many petitioned for establishing government sponsored schools in China to teach Western subjects of science and astronomy. It was under such circumstances that emperor Guang Xu, the nephew of Empress Cixi and Emperor Xian Feng, the emperor who was forced to flee Beijing (Peking) during the Second Opium War and who died a year after the war came to an end in 1861, decided to launch a series of reforms in China.

The Hundred Day Reform (1898)

In 1898 Emperor Guang Xu, together with his advisers, formulated a series of reform proposals. This planning process, however, only lasted for around 100 days, and the emperor's aunt, Empress Dowager Cixi, expressed disagreement with some of the drastic measures of reform. Of six chief advisers of the emperor, four of them were beheaded, and two fled to Japan upon the decision of the empress dowager. The reform was aborted. Some of its decisions, however, were eventually carried out, such as establishing an imperial university in Peking (Beijing) to serve as the state's organ for an eventual educational reform and as a means to train government officials with a combination of Chinese and Western learning. Larger scale reform would be put underway after the Boxer Uprising in 1902.

8. Specific Strategies for Reform: Combining Chinese Culture and Western Learning

Besides the emperor's attempt to reform in 1898, in the face of Western encroachment, many Chinese called for reform and wrote treatises memorializing Emperor Guangxu, persuading him to reform, or they disseminated their ideas in the emerging newspapers and journals in the treaty-ports and other major Chinese cities. The question was how, specifically, how to maintain a degree of equality between China and the West while adopting Western knowledge and practices. Singling out culture, many decided that despite a vast disparity between China and the West militarily and economically, culture-wise China was an equal, if not superior to the West. As you may guess, many Chinese continued to share Emperor Chien Lung's China-centered view of the world, and reform to them was something forced upon them. Hence many agreed to a scheme of Western learning borrowing, called the ti (essence)/yong (application) formula: maintaining Chinese culture as the essence, and applying Western learning to solving the practical problems of the world.

What did ti/yong mean in the language of the reformers? Historically, ti (essence) and yong (application) were treated as two indispensable dimensions of the same thing. Ti was the essence of the thing while yong was its application, just as in Western philosophy, there was the division between the substance and the appearance of something, and according to Aristotle, you cannot have one without the other. However, in modern times, ti and yong were separated. Ti referred to Chinese learning, which primarily consisted of four branches related to the study of Confucian learning: history, literature, philosophy, and philology. Basic Confucian tenets of human behavior were upheld. Central to the essence of Chinese culture were certain values extracted from Confucian teachings, such as ren.

The Confucian idea of ren (benevolence, humaneness):
· Just like love is central to Christianity, so ren (translated variously as benevolence or humaneness) was central to Confucian learning. It was the benchmark for a human being, hence its translation into "humaneness." 

· Ren referred to a system of proper behavior toward different people. 

Ren and its implications:
· To practice ren, one is loyal to the emperor, obedient to one’s father, respects the elderly and one’s senior, loves and cares for those who are junior, and proves trustworthy to one’s friends and peers. It is a system of interpersonal relationships. 

· To achieve ren one has to rid oneself of the tendency of free will and selfishness, and practice self-cultivation, such as through painting, music, and calligraphy. 

Debates over the degree of Westernization in China:

In modern Chinese usage, since ti and yong were separated, Chinese learning (Confucian learning) could be the ti while Western learning became its application, the yong. The application of the ti/yong formula was a way to justify borrowing from Western culture and resolve the confusion the Chinese had in such borrowings, which raised questions such as, where does Chinese culture stand? and what about Chinese values when we borrow from Western values? The ti/yong forumula provided a much needed way to differentiate between the priorities of Chinese and Western culture so that borrowing from the latter would not negate the former.

The ti/yong dichotomy as an approach to cultural borrowing continued on and off throughout much of the 20th century. The initial decision to learn from the West in the late 19th century led to vast changes in Chinese society: the establishment of a modern school system in 1905; the overthrow of the imperial government in 1911 and the ushering in of a republic; and the introduction of modern Western medicine, science, politics, philosophy, history, literature and many other subjects that had initially been deemed not relevant to the building of Chinese strength and prosperity. By 1935, there was a formal declaration that equated Westernization with modernization, although that did not silence the debate over what aspects of Western culture was to be introduced into China either. The debate seemed to come to a stop in 1949, when the Chinese Communists took over the country, and declared that a particular branch of Western learning, Marxism, would be upheld in China because it emphasized paying attention to the particular issues of each society. But in the 1980s, China again opened up to the outside world, and the debate over Westernization continues to this day.

9. Late Qing Dynasty Reforms and the Republican Revolution of 1911:

After the series of defeats by Western powers, especially the defeat by eight allied countries in 1900, the Chinese government quickened its reforms, which were no longer confined to the scattered schools that taught Western learning and the factories/shipyards that manufactured Western style weapons and ships in the 19th century, but included a nationwide Western educational system from the primary to the tertiary in 1902. Co-education was also introduced, although its implementation in most parts of China was not realized until the 1920s. China also started to train its army in the Western way, and sent many imperial officials and students to the West to study foreign ways of science, technology, and politics. By 1910, the Chinese government was seriously considering establishing a parliamentary monarchy, although it was not ready to do it yet.  

The Qing government’s many practices, however, irritated Chinese in many provinces.  One of the things that angered the provinces most was their lack of any decision over who gets what business deals in their provinces. Railroad building was becoming a hotly contested business in central and eastern  China. The Qing imperial government wanted to sell railroad rights to Western companies, as it borrowed heavy loans from Western countries.  So the government nationalized all railroads in China. Chinese business people were irate at the loss of their own railroads. There were spontaneous movements in provinces such as Sichuan and Hubei in central China to prevent foreign companies from building railways in these provinces. When an uprising against the Qing government’s policy to nationalize railroads in Sichuan Province started in 1911, troops in Hubei Province were commissioned to go and put down the resistance. In October 1911, however, the troops in Wuchang, Hubei Province, in alliance with the local residents, rebelled against the Qing government, and were joined by many other Chinese provinces in southern and central China. By December 1911, most of southern China had declared independence from the Qing government. And a delegation from the independent Chinese provinces elected Sun Yat-sen, a long time revolutionary, as the first Chinese president in December 1911. The delegates also decided on January 1, 1912, as the beginning of the new Chinese republic. In March 1912, the first provisional constitution of the Republic of China was implemented, with a division of the executive, legislative, and judicial branches.

The beginning of the republic also saw the beginning of the first modern political party in China, the Nationalist Party (Guomindang).  Based on an anti-Manchu political alliance established in the late 19th century, the Nationalist Party, headed by Sun Yat-sen, was founded on three principles: nationalism, the people’s rights, and the people’s livelihood.  Sun’s ideal vision was that every farmer in China could have a reasonably good livelihood and each would have his own plot of land to farm on. The Nationalist Party became the majority party in the first Chinese parliament.

10. The Republic’s Transition to Warlord Rule
In April 1912, however, Yuan Shi-kai, a former imperial minister of the Qing Dynasty, replaced Sun Yat-sen as the president. Yuan was a conservative Han Chinese whose role as president of a modern military academy in northern China won him the support of many military generals in the north who were formerly his students. Yuan thus enjoyed the support in the north that Sun Yat-sen, a Cantonese from Guangdong (Canton) Province in southern China, did not have. Yuan also claimed that he was the only one who could persuade the last Chinese emperor, Puyi, to abdicate, with the condition that Yuan himself had to be the president. Sun Yat-sen agreed to these terms and retired from his provisional presidency, but made one crucial change in the Chinese republican system. The original plan for the presidency, upon Sun’s insistence, gave the elected president predominant power in the government, with the right to appoint the prime minister. When he was to transfer power to Yuan, Sun decided on the cabinet system, with the prime minister in control of government who would come from the leader of the majority party in the parliament. Yuan’s initial decisions as president, however, shocked Sun and other republicans. Yuan forced the prime minister Tang Shaoyi to resign in order to better control parliament, and then he tried to intimidate a leading Nationalist Party member, Song Jiaoren, into becoming the next prime minister under his control. A staunch republicanist who believed in the cabinet system, Song refused to obey Yuan. When the Nationalist Party won the majority seats in the 1913 election, Yuan decided he needed to teach the Nationalist Party a lesson in obedience. In March 1913, while waiting for a train at the Shanghai Railway Station, Song Jiaoren was assassinated by a peddler hired by Yuan Shi-kai. 
Song’s death led to what was called in Chinese history the “Second Revolution,” this time by the Nationalist Party and its allies against Yuan Shi-kai who tried to undermine the republic. Sun Yat-sen and his followers declared war on Yuan, and various provinces, including Jiangsu, Guangdong, Anhui, Hunan, and Fujian, as well as the city of Shanghai, declared independence from Yuan, but the Second Revolution was quickly suppressed by Yuan because the revolutionaries did not have sufficient support. 

Yuan, however, felt his position was not secure and wanted to consolidate his power by restoring imperial rule. To get financial support Yuan relied more heavily on foreign loans than the Qing imperial government, giving rights of Chinese territories to foreign countries, especially to Japan, China’s largest creditor, as a condition to borrowing foreign loans. These practices led to greater condemnation of Yuan by a wide range of people in China. In 1915, Cai E (pronounced er), a military general from Yunnan Province, declared independence from Yuan’s government and declared war on Yuan, starting a nationwide war against Yuan’s imperial rule. In March 1916, three months after becoming the emperor, Yuan had to abdicate the throne. Yuan died in humiliation in June 1916. 

Yuan’s death, however, did not lead to the restoration of republican rule. China simply fragmented into domains controlled by warlords. A president still nominally existed, but could no longer control the whole China. In 1917, conflict between president Li Yuanhong and prime minister Duan Qirui over whether China should participate in World War I led to the mediation of a warlord Zhang Xun who tried to restore imperial rule in China but was ousted in no time. Prime Minister Duan was a warlord over Anhui Province and was the one who ousted the warlord that tried to restore imperial rule.  Duan attempted to monopolize the government without due parliamentary procedure, however. 
Sun Yat-sen, the Nationalist leader, tried to restore the republic by declaring war on Duan but failed in 1918. Warlord rule would continue until 1928, with the country fragmented into regions controlled by various military strongmen. 

11. The Formation of Two Modern Political Parties: The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and the Nationalist Party

In 1919, the Chinese again painfully realized that a political revolution was not enough.  At the Paris Peace Conference of 1919, which imposed the terms of the victorious countries on the defeated in the wake of World War I, China, an ally of the victorious side, was asked to cede its territory Shandong Province, a former German colony, to Japan. The humiliation led to mass student demonstrations in Beijing on May 4, 1919, calling for a cultural transformation of China. Western culture and translations of everything Western flourished in China, including Marxism. Chinese Communism was born in the May 4th era. 

The Communist Party

The first Chinese Communists mostly belonged to what one would refer to as the May Fourth era, named after an event in May 4, 1919 that resonated in later Chinese history.  On May 4, 1919, thousands of students in Beijing poured into the streets to protest against the Chinese government’s decision to cede the Chinese territory of Shandong Province to Japan.  The decision was to materialize in the Chinese delegation’s signature at the Versailles Peace Treaty, where a clause about the transfer of Chinese Shangdong Province from Germany to Japan had to be approved.  The Chinese government’s decision was made under the pressure of Japan that, like China, participated in World War I on the side of the British and the Americans, and the U.S. and Britain, but the information was leaked out in Japan to Chinese students studying there, who then informed Chinese students in China and in France about the clause in the treaty.  The outburst of anger of Chinese students was not only due to the fact that China continued to be treated as a second class country even after it sent paramedics, trench diggers, and cooks to the French front in World War I, but also because China, after various reforms, including the establishment of a republic, continued to be weak and manipulated by strong powers.  Eventually the Chinese delegates at the Paris Peace Conference of 1919 refused to sign the treaty, and Japan did not get Shangdong Province.  But the event taught many educated Chinese a lesson, namely, to make China strong, it not only had to transform its technology and politics, but also its culture.  Thus May 4th was also connected to what was called the New Culture Movement, a flurry of introduction of Western culture.  They imbibed the ideas of humanism, individual values, science and democracy from the West. Many of them also came to accept Marxism, especially after the October 1917 Russian revolution because of all the Western countries in the world, the Soviet Union announced it would give up all the Chinese territories under its control back to China. The Chinese thought Marxism offered a solution for them to get out of their semi-colonial status and regain national independence. The Soviet Union, a Marxist state, indicated their independence to other Western powers and seemed to treat China more as an equal than other powers. 
The Chinese Communist Party (CCP, 1921-now) was therefore formed in the wake of the Russian revolution and a product of the May Fourth Movement of 1919. By 1921, according to the Treaty of Nanjing signed in the wake of the First Opium War in 1842, metropolitan Shanghai had developed into enclaves called International Concession, and the French Concession, patrolled by French, British, and other international police, and governed by board of trustees made up of various European countries, the U.S., and Japan. Only the southern part of Shanghai was governed by the Chinese municipal government of Shanghai. The existence of multiple governments in Shanghai created loopholes in Shanghai governance that allowed various political groups to thrive in that city. One of them was the Communists, who held their organization meeting in Shanghai on July 1, 1921, inside the French Concession. The Chinese warlord government was anti-Communist, but it had no supervision over the French concession, according to the clause of extra-territoriality in the Treaty of Nanjing and extended later to all foreigners in China. So the French were self-governing. Thus the Communists were able to complete their meeting, although in secret, without being arrested.  

The early founders of the Communist Party, such as Mao Zedong (Mao Tse-tung), were inspired by Western science and democracy, gender equality, and other social values. They came to accept Marxism and socialism, eventually Communism mostly because of a sense of indignation against social injustice, which they felt could be addressed by a Communist system emphasizing egalitarianism. 

At the beginning, the Communist Party was small and recruited largely from urban workers and intellectuals. As a political party, it also had to operate in secret because the Chinese government in Beijing was anti-Communist. To strengthen its base, it allied with the Nationalist Party in 1923.

The Nationalist Party

Another modern political party formed in the Chinese republic was the Nationalist Party (Guomindang, or GMD). Founded by Sun Yat-sen in 1912, and led by his like-minded republican colleagues, the party, however, came to comprise largely the urban middle-class, factory owners, bankers, professionals, and rural landlords. Although the Nationalists and the Communists were influenced by the Western political party system, they were not influenced by the Western idea of democratic pluralism. Therefore they were mutually exclusive, and made up temporary alliances only when they were most weak, such as between 1923 and 1927, and again during the war against Japanese invasion (1936-45). As soon as immediate external danger subsided, they would try to slash each other's throats. Both modern political parties treated their leaders similar to the way emperors were treated in history. Personal rule, rather than rule by law, characterized both parties. The mutual exclusion of the two parties led to the Nationalists' incessant hunt-downs of the Communists from 1927 to 1935, forcing the Communists eventually to abandon their base in the mountains of southeastern China and retreat for 6,000 miles across half of China in 1934-35, via Tibet, crossing marshlands and snow capped mountains, to Yenan in Shaanxi Province in northwestern China, where the Nationalists' defense was relatively weak. This event was called the Long March. In Yenan and later on, the Communists relied on the peasants and conducted land redistribution and rent reduction to amass greater support among the local population.

Meanwhile, the Nationalist Party government, bolstered by American support and relying on middle class/professionals/landlords in China, slowly conducted modern reforms in education, hygiene, and some more or less insignificant areas. In Nationalist controlled regions, the government favored the landlords and so the peasants were loaded with high rents and taxes. The Chinese war against Japanese invasion (Sino-Japanese war, 1937-45) shifted the balance between the Communists, who rapidly expanded their territories and recovered from their losses from 1935 by 1945, and the Nationalists, who suffered great losses through the regular warfare they conducted with the Japanese. After Japanese surrender in 1945, civil war erupted between the KMT and the CCP, and the CCP's land redistribution program won the hearts of the peasants, who comprised 90 per cent of the Chinese population. After CCP takeover of China, the Nationalists fled to Taiwan and established the Republic of China there, vowing to recover mainland China soon. The Communists established their one-party government in Beijing, called the People's Republic of China, and vowed to recover Taiwan Province from the Nationalists. Their confrontations in recent years have somewhat been abated by the extensive trade developed between them in the past 20 years, but tension still exists.
12. The Alliance of the CCP and the Nationalist Party, and the Northern Expedition

During the time when Yuan was president and emperor, Sun Yat-sen's Nationalist Party members were on the wanted list for Yuan's government. Sun retreated to Canton, and "rented" his base from a local warlord called Chen Jiongming whose goal was to establish the autonomy of Canton from the Beijing government. When Chen eventually found that Sun did not agree with him, Chen would attack Sun in 1922. In his weak position, Sun championed a policy of uniting with the Communists and the Soviet Union in 1923. Sun died in 1925 and his successor, a man called Chiang Kai-shek, continued the alliance with the Chinese Communists. 

One of the outcomes of the alliance was a modern military academy established in Whampoa, Guangdong (Canton) Province. The Whampoa Academy trained numerous future Chinese military generals, both Nationalists and Communists. Chiang Kai-shek was the academy’s president, while Zhou Enlai, a Communist leader, following the Soviet style, was its political commissar.

In 1926, the Nationalists and the Communists were determined to end warlord rule and reunify China through a northward (or Northern) expedition from Canton. After they reached Shanghai, about half way through China, they parted ways. Chiang Kai-shek, leader of the Nationalist Party, took the Communists by surprise on April 12, 1927, when thousands of Communists or Communist suspects were executed in Shanghai by the Nationalist troops. This was followed by a nation-wide hunt down for Communists by the Nationalists. From then on, the Communist movement, never very big from the start, went underground and turned to guerrilla warfare in the mountains of southeastern China. In 1928, The Nationalist Party declared China reunified and a new government, based in Nanjing (because Beijing was surrounded by too many suspect former warlords although they now pledged allegiance to the Nationalist government) and with the incorporation of only the Nationalist Party, was formed, appropriately called the Nationalist government.

Initially, Chinese Communists followed Russian Communism, which was at the center of the international Communist movement.  As time went on, Chinese Communist leader Ma Zedong (Tse-tung) started to experiment with his own approach to Communism.   Instead of focusing on the industrial workers, as traditional Marxists called for, and the Soviets practiced, Mao found great power and strength among the Chinese farmers, who comprised 90 percent of the Chinese population.

The Communist reliance on farmers' support was an innovation of Marxism.  In China, the industrial working class and the industrial middle class remained small because Chinese national industry was no competition against imported foreign goods. The peasants were suffering from deep grievances of extremely heavy taxation, in some regions reaching 40-60 per cent of their income in the 1930s to 1940s. Many of them were tenant farmers. The Communist policy of land redistribution and reduction of taxes, therefore, were of enormous appeal to them. This policy was first championed by Mao Tse-tung, who eventually rose to top leadership in 1935. Through an investigation of the peasants' land redistribution and rent reduction movement in his native province of Hunan in 1926, Mao concluded the poor peasants should be the Communists' best supporters. His view, however, was initially ignored by top Communist leaders who had largely studied in Moscow and followed Stalin's policy on organizing industrial workers' strikes in the cities. These strikes were quickly and brutally suppressed by the police and troops of the Chinese government. It was after many failures of strikes in the cities that the Communist Party finally adopted Mao's view, allied with the peasants, and moved their bases to the countryside.

13. Women in Traditional Chinese Society 

Historically, women were treated as second-class subjects of the emperor or non-entities.  Many women did not have names, and when they got married, they would be referred to by their father's and their husband's last names. They had no legal rights. If a woman wanted to divorce a man, she could do so only when natal male relatives made the petition because she as a woman could not confront her husband. 

Concubinage, women married to a man but were not his legal wives, and inferior to his legal wife in status and treatment, was common because, according to Confucius, filial piety (great respect for one's parents) was a paramount virtue, and the cardinal sin was not to have (male) heirs and end the family line. Having multiple wives guaranteed one a male heir, thus fulfilling filial piety. Marriages were arranged by parents because they involved property and the perpetuation of the lineage, and so they were too serious a matter to be left to young people themselves.

Historically, women did not go to school and a few lucky ones would learn how to read and write from their brothers or fathers. Confucius, who believed female obedience to men was one of the three cardinal principles of a society (the other two were obedience from minister to emperor, and son's obedience to father), decided the most obedient women were illiterate; hence, women were not educated in literacy. My own late grandmother, who was born in 1905, did not read a single word until after the Communist takeover in 1949, when the Communists started a popularizing literacy movement. She was ultimately able to write my mother in broken Chinese.

Also, starting in the 700s, it became fashionable to practice foot binding, what some historians determined was inspired by ancient Persian dances and first practiced on upper class Chinese women, especially concubines to the emperor.  Women would have their feet bound with three to four feet cloth to arrest the development of the feet. The practice soon spread to lower class Chinese women.  From then on, the chief criterion of women's beauty in China became how small a girl's feet were. Girls' feet were bound starting from when they were two or three years old, and every day for the rest of their lives their feet had to remain bound (except for letting the feet rest during the night) so that they would not grow. A traditional Chinese saying, "three inches of golden lotus," referred to both the size and the shape, and the value, of small female feet. Although my grandmother never had her feet bound, when I was growing up in China I remember seeing little old ladies with their triangular shaped bound feet hobbling in the streets.  This practice was implemented in society and encouraged by Chinese rulers to keep women restricted to home.
14. The triumph of the Communists over the Nationalists in China.

 The Chinese Communist Party was established in 1921. Between 1923 and 1927 it allied with the Nationalist Party and launched a joint attack against the warlords. The two parties split in April 1927, when Chiang Kai-shek, successor to Sun Yat-sen as head of the Nationalist Party, decided his party was strong enough to stand alone without the Communists. Even though the political party system was the product of modern democratic politics from the West, it was used as a tool to organize and rationalize a new regime. Chinese Communists turned underground and moved to and established a base in rural southeast China. Guerrilla warfare became the norm. The Nationalists became the government in 1928, after which they concentrated their force on exterminating the Chinese Communists, forcing the latter to launch a "Long March" away from their base in southeast China to northwestern China via the southwest, crossing marshes, snow-covered mountains, and the Tibetan plateau, from Oct.1934-Oct.1935, arriving finally in Yanan. The Communist force was decimated from around 30,000 after the initial battles in October 1934 to just mere thousands by October 1935.  They walked an average of 17 miles per day, had constant combat with the Nationalist troops that chased after them, and were often faced with an insufficiency of food and clothing.  Many people were wearing straw sandals when they scaled snow covered mountains in southwestern China, and when they came to the last bit of food, they even boiled leather belts and leather shoes for food .It was during the Long March that Mao Zedong established his indisputable leadership within the Communist Party. By 1935, those previously higher than Mao in the Communist Party leadership were all demoted because they adhered to the Soviet policies of regular warfare, which led to heavy Communist losses in battles with the Nationalist troops that far outnumbered the Communist ones.  The triumph of Mao in the Communist leadership set the tone for future Communist policies in the war years: the Communists were to practice guerrilla warfare in the face of enemies that far outnumbered them, be they the Nationalists or later, the Japanese.  Second, the Communists were to rely on the farmers for support, instead of the industrial workers according to classical Marxism, because in China farmers far outnumbered industrial workers and were a more popular base of support.
The War Against Japan and the Chinese Civil War (1937-1949)

In Yanan the Communists rebuilt their force. Meanwhile, the Japanese were aggressively progressing in China in the name of protecting their citizens and properties in China.  In September 1931, Japan occupied Chinese Manchuria, beginning what is called in Japanese history the Fifteen Year War, which would see Japan take up much of China from 1937-45, expand into southeast Asia starting from July 1941, engage the U.S. in various battles in the southern Pacific, and finally surrender. In China, 1927 to 1949 saw one war of foreign (Japanese) invasion, formally termed the Eight Year War (1937-45), and two civil wars between the Chinese Communists and Nationalists (1927-36, 1945-49).

In the face of Japanese invasion of China, the United States condemned Japan and extended financial support to China, primarily under a category called "Lend-Lease," a term coined to refer initially to Americans lending and leasing used battleships to Britain during the Battle of Britain (1940-41) in World War II. The Lend-Lease program was extended to many other countries under the invasion of the Axis Powers, including China. Eventually, all the money and goods lent during the war became free gifts from the U.S. to these embattled countries. The Nationalist government heavily lobbied the U.S. for support. In 1942, Madame Chiang Kai-shek herself toured the U.S., lobbied the U.S. congress, and promoted the United China Relief. The "China Lobby" still exists as a term today to refer to the lobbyists for Taiwan--where the Nationalists left for in 1949--in the U.S. Congress. 

Wartime China’s financial dependence on the U.S. (over $3.8 billion in goods and cash, 1937-45) was a new source for Chiang Kai-shek’s revenue and perhaps as much as $1 billion of it went into private pockets.  In addition to corruption, power struggles plagued the various factions within the Nationalist government, although much of the struggle was never made public in the Chinese or American newspapers. Government corruption, plus inflation in China (1939, 83%, 1940, 124%, 1942, 235%), made American money, when exchanged at the official rate of 1:20, almost worthless ($17 million in 1942 to the United China Relief).

Although the Nationalist government temporarily allied with the Communists in 1936 (Chang Hsueh-liang, former general from Manchuria who lost his home to the Japanese in 1931, captured Chiang Kai-shek in 1936 and forced him to ally with the Communists to form a "United Front" against Japanese invasion), Chiang never sincerely wanted to ally with the Communists and to share power. As soon as the war against Japan came to an end, civil war broke out in 1945. The Communists exercised primarily guerrilla warfare to tie down the main forces of the Nationalists, and focused on land reform in the countryside to win over the hearts of the peasants. After much of northwestern China was taken by them, the Communists moved east into the cities and waged several major battles against the Nationalists, finally forcing the latter to back down and flee to Taiwan in several phases between 1948-1950. On Oct.1, 1949, Communist leader Mao Zedong pronounced the establishment of the People's Republic of China in Beijing, ending Nationalist rule on mainland China. From then on, Taiwan came to be called the Republic of China.

Although the relationship between the U.S. and Communist China deteriorated in 1950 after the onset of the Korean War, it is interesting that there were moments during WWII when some members of the U.S. government advocated that the U.S. abandon support to Chiang Kai-shek and switch to the Communists. Those who criticized the Chiang Kai-shek regime for its corruption included the so-called “China hands" in the U.S. Foreign Service: John Service, John Davies, and reporter Theodore White. The U.S. general sent to assist Chiang Kai-shek after U.S. declared war on Japan, Joe Stilwell, had a very sore relationship with Chiang. In 1945, the U.S. sent a so-called "Dixie Mission" to Yenan, Shaanxi Province, center of Communist occupied areas, to teach them how to use U.S. weapons and considered whether to ally with the Communists. Although Nationalist corruption had little impact on president Franklin Roosevelt’s policy toward China because of wartime need, it influenced Truman’s decision not to send Chiang any new support after the war was over. There were, of course, supporters of Chiang's regime in the U.S., one prominent one being Henry Luce, founder of Time and Life.

In the second half of 1945, because of U.S. concern of the possible alliance between the Chinese Communists and the Soviet Union, they decided to support Chiang's regime despite his corruption. The hostile Stillwell was replaced by the Chiang-friendly Wedemeyer. Still, the U.S. wanted to help negotiate between the Communists and the Nationalists. Patrick Hurley, the man chosen to do the job, however, was hostile to the Communists and had no diplomatic experience. He failed to persuade the two sides to avoid a civil war. 

After 1949, some members of the U.S.State Department used Truman’s policy to argue that China was “lost” because of the failure of the U.S. to militarily intervene in the Chinese civil war. One reason Truman did not intervene was because he disliked Chiang Kai-shek personally. The Truman administration did not finalize on its policy toward Communist China until the Korean War (1950-1953) broke out and the Chinese sent troops across the Yalu River separating China and Korea.  China believed the U.S. wanted to use Korea as a springboard to overtake Communist China.  As the war went on, and the U.S. tightened its relationship with Taiwan, it strengthened the Chinese belief that the U.S. conspired against Communist China and wanted to help restore the Nationalist regime in China.  All this also influenced domestic Communist Chinese policies.

15. The Establishment of the People’s Republic of China (Oct.1, 1949)

Twenty years after the Chinese Communists were forced underground by the Nationalists in 1927, a series of events helped the former to regain their balance and augment their influence over China, finally taking over the government in 1949.  One explanation for it was the Anti-Japanese War (1937-1945), which constituted part of the Pacific phase of World War II.  Because of its small size, the Communists were largely engaged with the Japanese forces through guerrilla warfare, while the Nationalist government troops bore the major burden of the war and suffered heavy attrition.  Communist close alliance with the rural population where they fought the guerrilla wars, including policies such as land redistribution, led to warm acceptance of the Communists in the Chinese countryside.  Mao Zedong’s theory on alliance with the farmers, raised in 1926, was now tested true and became mainstream Communist policy.  By the end of the war in August 1945, the Chinese Communists expanded its force and became very influential in northern China.

Also throughout the war and after, Communists impressed many as the upright and disciplined party that worked for national well-being, while the Nationalist government, although bearing the full brunt of the war, also exposed itself as a very corrupt regime, eventually leading even the Truman administration to doubt if it wanted to supposed the Chiang Kai-shek government.  Its development during the war against Japan and the Nationalist regime’s corruption both contributed to the triumph of the Communists in 1949.
After 1949, China became Communist. The Communists, with their vision for a completely new society, sought to achieve their goals more through mass political movements than solid economic changes. They often treated economic policies as bourgeois and identified them with practices of capitalist countries. Conflict within the Communist Party also contributed to the intensity of these political movements, including movements to spread Land Reform policies and to publicize new rules and regulations, such as the Marriage Law; rectification movements of intellectuals; campaigns to weed out corruption, bureaucratism and petty crime; and movements to boost popular support for the new regime, in particular in the cities. All the people were mobilized to help reconstruct the country in whatever manner possible, including (recently) demobilized soldiers. The Anti-Rightist campaign of 1957 labeled many critical of the Chinese Communist Party as Rightists and either demoted them or sent them to labor camps. The Cultural Revolution (1966-1976) was a large scale campaign to transform the Chinese culture uproot it from both traditional Chinese and bourgeois influences. Communists came from a diverse range of backgrounds, with the leaders often, though not always, coming from a middle-class and more educated background, and the rank-and-file coming from a rural or poverty-stricken background. From the beginning, there was a rift between Communists with bourgeois backgrounds and those with proletariat/peasant backgrounds. This rift was at the root of several major political movements in Communist China, including the Anti-Rightist Movement (1957) and the Cultural Revolution (1966-1976). 

Besides internal conflicts within the Chinese Communist Party, hostility from Western countries, especially the United States, also contributed to the radicalization of Chinese politics. The Korean War (1950-1953) led to a severe deterioration of relations between Communist China and the free world led by the United States. Chinese Communists decided the United States wanted to invade China via Korea, or via Taiwan because the U.S. government was committed to fully supporting Chiang Kai-shek's regime in Taiwan after the Korean War broke out. Therefore anything that resembled Western culture or politics and economy would be denounced, including love and private family life.

16. Women in Communist China

Communism seemed to usher in a new society for China, and, in many ways, it actually did. Communism abolished polygamy (which was first abolished by the republican government in 1912, but the reform was never completely carried out). Communism also established gender equality and legitimated free love and marriage (in contrast to arranged marriages) in its 1950 Marriage Law, leading to a 50 percent divorce rate in rural marriages in the first few years of the law's implementation. Communism upheld high principles and sought to overcome traditional Confucian social relationships, including its byproduct nepotism and other forms of corruption. But within Communism there were many unresolved problems. Gender equality did not lead to a respect for women. The supremacy of communism and revolution led to a de-emphasis of the family.

Communist China emphasized gender equality, but this emphasis was to make the two sexes more united in the building of socialism. Therefore, gender was not emphasized and from the story of Jung Chang's mother, one can see that her role as a woman was subsumed under her role as a Communist. She was expected to obey Communist rules. Love and marriage were also secondary to revolution. Another consequence of the emphasis on gender equality in China was that many educated women came to look down upon household chores and child rearing. Work came first, and household duties second. 

Because the Communist Party came first, like gender differences, everything was subsumed under the guidelines of the Communists, including permission to get married, and with whom. The family and its needs were subordinate to the needs of the revolution.

This Communist deemphasis on women’s gender was inherited from the early 20th century New Culture Movement, when the emancipation of women was first raised by men, not to show respect to women and their gender, but to prevent the “waste” of laying half of the population illiterate and mentally and professionally disabled, in order to achieve national strength and prosperity.  The category of women, like that of class, has long been exploited by the hegemonic discourse of the state of China, one that posits the equality between men and women by depriving the latter of their differences (and not the other way around!). In the emancipatory discourse of the state, which always subsumes women under the nationalist agenda, women's liberation means little more than equal opportunity to participate in public labor. The image of the liberated daughter and the figure of the strong female Party leader celebrated in the literature of socialist realism are invented for the purpose of abolishing the patriarchal discriminatory construction of gender, but they end up denying difference to women. 

Thus even though Mao's slogan "Women hold half of the sky," became extremely popular, most women worked, and women did almost every kind of job that men did, this seeming equality also denied women the right they deserved: to be considered women and different from men. 

Also despite the rhetoric of gender equality, the reality, especially in the countryside, was the continued gender distinction and inequality between the two sexes.   Communism purportedly was to establish a completely new society based on new universal principles. Born during the New Culture Movement in the 1920s, Chinese Communism bore the imprint of this movement and its iconoclastic attack on Confucian learning and Chinese tradition. 
17. Political Movements from the 1950s to the 1970s

The Communist call for equality could not overcome the deep-seated mistrust and lack of communication between the urban/educated and rural/illiterate Communists. Reflected at a higher level, the question was, what goals should Communist policies should reflect---a technocratic focus on economic development, or a continuous emphasis on political revolutions and mass mobilization? In the face of foreign threat (e.g., the Korean War, 1950-53, and the possible U.S. invasion of China via Taiwan and north Korea), Chinese Communists who advocated continuous revolutions often triumphed over dissenting colleagues who argued for a technocratic approach that focused on the urban areas and on economic/industrial development. A significant number of Chinese Communists leaders resorted to the traditional strategies of mass political mobilization, which they had used in the 1940s and early 1950s. During the 1940s, the Communists used this form of mass mobilization to conduct land redistribution: in villages where large wealthy landlords existed, they would conduct mass meetings where poor peasants were asked to go up one by one to empty their grievances against the landlord, e.g. charging high interest rates on loans, high rents on tenant farmers, etc. These "mass criticism" meetings were followed by the confiscation and redistribution of the landlord's land. Many poor peasants joined the Communist Party after such land redistribution to protect their newly acquired land. After the Communist takeover, similar mass movements were conducted such as the ones mentioned in the links below:

Early Political Campaigns
The Anti-rightist campaign
The Great Leap Forward (1958)
Cultural Revolution Campaigns
Many of these campaigns sought to build unity in the new Communist republic through a definition of who were the "people" and who were the "enemies of the people." The “people” included those of good class background: poor and middle class peasants, workers, soldiers---hence the massive social classification movement in the early years of Communist takeover.  Meanwhile, those expressing criticism against Communist practices were labeled “counter-revolutionaries” or some other names.  In 1957, party leader Mao Zedong wanted to sound out the opinions of the intellectuals about the Communist Party.  When the criticism was much more extensive than he anticipated, he decided to muffle these critics by labeling them "rightists." Historically, left was associated with radicalism and right with conservatism, so the label "rightist" implied ultra-conservatism in a radical socialist society. Rightists were often thrown into prison or sent to labor camps. These political movements mobilized the masses to conform to the party line and enabled the party to implement its programs with little opposition.  It was against the background of these political movements that the Chinese government completed its land collectivization movement and collectivization movement of factories and companies in the cities in the 1950s.

By 1958 almost all private ownership of land, factories, and other companies was eliminated in China. The Great Leap Forward, another political movement in 1958, was an attempt to leap ahead of the capitalist countries in industrial output. It was disastrous because it tried to use simple mass mobilization techniques to achieve high industrial and agricultural output that were achieved through highly developed technologies in Western countries. For instance, to increase steel output, every household was asked to donate their iron pots and pans to where they worked, and their employers, be it a hospital, school, or factory, all built their own backyard furnaces to make steel.  Understandably, the steel made in such a way was of low quality and useless.  No one dared to criticize this Communist policy and there was much fraud in reporting industrial and agricultural achievements.  In the countryside, decisions to dramatically increase agricultural produce led to much fraudulent reporting of agricultural output.  One false newspaper report had a baby sitting on top of wheat stalks in a wheat field, indicating the wheat stalks were so thickly grown that they could hold up a baby.  When the frauds finally came to light it was too late: instead of the dramatic increase in agricultural output as the propaganda had it, Chinese granaries were all emptied in 1958. A drought that started in 1959 added to the catastrophe and led to three years of famine, which resulted in the deaths of between 25 and 30 million people.

The most thorough and fierce struggle between the technocrats and radical revolutionaries within the Communist Party was carried out in the form of the Cultural Revolution (CR, 1966-76).  The CR was begun as a way to purge the technocrats from the party, and Chairman Mao Zedong of the Communist Party again used the strategy of mass mobilization, in the form of Red Guards, Tiananmen Square parades, mass criticism meetings, and parades of the "bad elements".  It started with Mao’s article “Bombing the headquarters [of the feudal and bourgeois members in society]” in 1966. Mao interviewed high school students dissatisfied with the college examination system and told them that “rebellion [against their teachers] was justified.” Mao ruled that high school and college entrance examinations and the whole Chinese educational system were in the hands of the technocrats and needed to be reformed, first through the criticism of school teachers, and then their leaders and their leaders’ leaders, which would ultimately get at the technocrats at the top of the government.  Therefore following the criticism of school teachers, the second wave of the Cultural Revolution was labeling all those in the Communist leadership who advocated a technocratic approach as “capitalist-roaders.” The procedure is as follows:

· Criticism of the school teachers: Many schools, from primary to tertiary, were shut down from 1966 to 1968.

· Criticism of the capitalist-roaders, from senior- to middle-level Communist leaders (often referred to as cadres in English) View posters against capitalist roaders. Mao charged that there was a conspiracy against him within the Party, perpetrated by those who were high in the party leadership and who wanted to restore capitalism. This accusation resulted in the arrest and death of hundreds of thousands of Communist cadres from the middle level up, not to mention the grassroots level Communists.
The forms of criticism taken during the Cultural Revolution included massive criticism meetings, during and after which those criticized were often forced to wear tall hats and were paraded around. Children of the denounced were often asked to separate from their parents. Picture posters and large word posters (dazibao), and loudspeakers at work units became the means to communicate the latest developments of the CR.  View Cultural Revolution posters.  The Communist state mobilized the masses through instilling fear (“you are next”), social mobility (the promotion of those who were most actively involved in the revolutionary activities), encouraging telling on one another (some did so to settle personal scores).  In the years before 1968, the main force Mao relied on to implement the revolution was the Red Guards, who initially came from high school students in Beijing, and soon included all professions in the cities. The Red Guards, however, soon broke into many factions standing for different figures in the Communist Central party committee, and often settled their differences with armed fights.

Mao also wanted to transform Chinese culture through the CR. With the overthrow of the technocrats from the Communist party, Mao wanted to usher in a completely revolutionary culture in China, which was why it was called a "Cultural Revolution." In those years, massive criticism of feudal and bourgeois cultures was followed by the banning of any and all non-revolutionary music from the West (except from Communist countries like the USSR, Yugoslavia, and Albania), and non-revolutionary or non-patriotic music from pre-1949 China. Revolutionary songs emerged in massive quantities, often Mao’s poems or quotations set to music. The traditional Peking Opera, a regional musical genre that often drew its themes from history, was now borrowed to be “filled with new wine.” Mao decided the operas were too full of emperors, generals, talented scholars and beautiful women, and did not represent the masses, therefore they should be reformed: hence the launching of eight revolutionary operas.  View description of Peking Operas.
Another of Mao’s vision was to build a new society that would bridge the gap between the country and the city, and the educated and the illiterate. To do so, he sent millions of Chinese high school graduates to the countryside in the name of reeducation. Starting from 1967, the graduating classes of junior and senior high schools were required to go and work in the countryside, with no date of return. View posters of the reeducation movement.   It was also at a time when the factional struggles within the urban Red Guards were getting out of control. Dispersing the Red Guards to the countryside and replacing them with the leadership of more mature industrial workers and soldiers was Mao’s plan to stabilize the cities so that the Cultural Revolution could be continued. Although many of the urban youth who went for reeducation have returned to the cities today, many have permanently settled in the countryside because they married local farmers, which was a condition that barred their return back to their hometown cities after the CR was over.

18. Women and the Cultural Revolution

The Cultural Revolution (1966-1976), aimed at a complete cultural transformation of China, including on the issue of gender. Yet it was not the first time the Communist regime tried to erase the symbolic differences between gender. A poem written by Mao Tse-tung glorifying women in military uniform was set to music and became one of the popular songs in the 1960s and 1970s. It went roughly as: Spirited and attractive, with a five feet rifle/arriving at the training ground with the first rays of morning sunshine/how magnificently ambitious Chinese women are/they prefer military uniforms to feminine clothes.

During the Cultural Revolution, violence also became women's identity, especially because they wanted to escape from a conventional perception of them as passive and gentle, which were all labeled as "bourgeois" by Mao during the Cultural Revolution. It was not uncommon for girls to interrogate and beat up the "bad elements." Women invariably dressed as men or as male army combatants because it was "considered very glorious." And often, the belt on their uniform became their instrument to beat up their suspects. Rejecting a bourgeois lifestyle and engaging in aggressive, violent attacks both mandated that girls dress like boys, cut their hair like boys, and borrow their fathers (not their mothers') leather belts.  

(The above is from Emily Honig, "Maoist Mapping of Gender: Reassessing the Red Guards," 255-268, in Susan Brownell and Jeffrey Wasserstrom eds., Chinese Femininities/Chinese Masculinities: A Reader [Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002])

During the Cultural Revolution, political correctness consisted largely in women wearing the same dark colors as men, keeping their hair short, and using no make-up. On the other hand, men did not have to dress up like women.  Therefore, it was women’s symbolic difference from men, reflected in their appearances (clothes, hair style, etc.), that was repressed by the state.  Compared with Western feminists who try to deal with gender based on the differences between men and women, in China, gender differences were minimized.  In the West, women can protest against their marginalized status.  In China, women find their political identity completely determined by how the state defines it and how this definition is implemented by the All –China Women's Federation.

(The above is a paraphrasing from Lydia H. Liu, "Invention and Intervention: The Making of a Female Tradition in Modern Chinese Literature," 149-174, in Susan Brownell and Jeffrey Wasserstrom eds., Chinese Femininities/Chinese Masculinities: A Reader [Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002])

19. The End of the Cultural Revolution

One of the events that slowed down the cultural revolutionary fervor was the death of vice chairman of the Chinese Communist Party Lin Biao, long Mao’s designated heir.  Mao’s longevity made Lin Biao despair of his chance to be the next number one leader of Communist China. Mao’s tendency to purge all around him made Lin Biao suspect he could be next victim. On Sept.13, 1971, Lin Biao crashed his plane in Mongolia en route to the Soviet Union. Lin was trying to flee China after his plot against Mao was discovered.  Frustrated with his frail health and Mao’s increasingly suspiciousness of every one around him, Lin Biao feared that before he was able to succeed Mao, he would become his next target of persecution.  In early 1971, Lin Biao plotted to place a bomb on the railroad where Mao’s train was to cross.  The plot was found out.  Before Mao completely ascertained that Lin Biao was behind it all, Lin decided to run for his life.  Along with his wife and son, the latter being the head of the Chinese air force, they boarded a not sufficiently fueled plane.  Perhaps as a sign of magnanimity to someone who had been so close to him, Mao let him go without having the plane shot down.   

 The so-called “Lin Biao Incident” significantly dampened Mao’s political zeal.  

One of the consequences of Mao's disillusionment was the improvement of Sino-U.S. relations. Even Mao started to question his own radical revolutionary beliefs and tactics. Thus he was ready to improve relations with his archenemy the United States.  Nixon was eager to improve relations with China to prove that China was more nationalist than Communist, hence providing the rhetoric for the U.S. to evacuate her troops from Vietnam: leaving Vietnam would not leave Vietnam a power vacuum for a Communist takeover from China. Nixon visited China in Dec. 1971 and signed a Communiqué with China’s premier Zhou Enlai in Jan. 1972, paving the way for normalizing the relationship between the two countries, which eventually happened in 1979 under the Carter administration.

Another event that helped bring about the end of the Cultural Revolution was Mao’s death in Sept. 1976.  The moderate elements in the Communist party that survived the CR immediately arrested Mao’s wife and three of her cohorts (together called the Gang of Four) on charges that they started the Cultural Revolution and wanted to usurp the power of the country.  View posters against the Gang of Four. The arrest of the Gang of Four was followed by the reinstitution of Deng Xiaoping. He was the right-hand man to the Communist Party technocrat Liu Shaoqi before the Cultural Revolution, and he was denounced as the second biggest “capitalist-roader” in the Cultural Revolution and put under house arrest for ten years. Over the next twenty years Deng served as the number one leader who directed China’s modernization program. Starting from January 1978, Deng declared that China needed to modernize in order to become strong. On his agenda were industry, commerce, and the return of Hong Kong to China.  With the new policy, China slowly but gradually reopened to the outside world. Scholarly communications were reestablished with Western countries, foreign investments were encouraged, first in four coastal cities, then in a greater number of cities.

20. The loss of the "iron rice bowl": private entrepreneurship in China 

The end of the Cultural Revolution was followed by an economic reform, chaired by the politically rehabilitated Deng Xiaoping, from Sichuan Province, who had been persecuted in the Cultural Revolution because he had been the chief assistant to Liu Shaoqi, chairman of the People's Republic of China and chief target of Mao in his inner party struggle for power. Having been to France as a work-study student in the 1920s, Deng was more cosmopolitan than Mao and the persecutions in the Cultural Revolution steeled his resolution to adopt a more pragmatic policy that would enable China to grow economically just as other economically advanced countries in the world. Under him, China reopened itself to the outside world, and Chinese students began to be allowed to go and study in Europe, America, and other parts of the world. The college entrance examination was revived, and high school students were no longer sent to the countryside for reeducation, but were allowed to take the college entrance examinations. Education again became important. 

Following educational reform came economic reform: starting from the 1980s, the Chinese farmers started a "household responsibility" system, which allowed them to contract land from their communes for up to fifty years, sell a certain amount of their produce to the state at a price fixed by the state, and sell produce excess of the quota on the free market; thus, a dual economic system was born---free market on a limited scale, along side the dominant state regulated market. This system was a huge success.

Industrially, China also started to implement greater self-responsibility of the factories, although they continued to be owned by the state. Throughout urban China, the state encouraged the establishment of private enterprises. 

The rise of private enterprises and growth of individualism 
One of the biggest changes in China since the early 1980s has been the rise of private entrepreneurs and people who work in the private sectors of the economy. Many of them are college graduates who used to boast of the "iron rice bowl" they were granted---state assigned jobs guaranteed after their graduation. With the gradual implementation of the market economy, more and more graduates wanted to rise up to the challenge: giving up state-assigned but usually low-salaried jobs and landing jobs on their own that were more lucrative and enabled them to have greater responsibility over what they did. Landing one's own job has also led to changes in the value system, forcing many to become more individual-minded, independent, and competitive, qualities that were discouraged in the Mao years. This [the rise of private enterprise and individualism?] also led to the transformation of Communist Chinese society based on the work unit system, which, as described by Amy Hanser, served the function of "both social welfare and governance" (see Link, page 191).
In contrast to the political movement that encouraged people to "Learn from Lei Feng" to be frugal and selfless (click on the link to see the posters), even in the midst of those pre-1976 political movements, including the Cultural Revolution, people never really became "selfless," according to Susan Shirk. In fact, students "adapted their behavior to the structure of opportunities and the rules of the game" (Link, page 192). In other words, if the rules of the game were that you need to implicate friends and beat up capitalist-roaders to be promoted, then some people would do it to advance their careers. Social and political structures are extremely important because they can channel human ambitions to different ends, positive or negative. The Athenian political system of direct political participation enabled its citizen to make maximum use of his potential, something not achievable under many other political systems. The market economy, in its first years viewed with uncertainty by college graduates who were used to a life dependent on the state, soon proved to be very attractive although also frustrating and challenging to many. With the market economy and fresh opportunities to find jobs that one wants to do comes a sense of self-realization through one's own choice, something quite different from the Lei Feng Spirit (the desire to simply be a "screw" on the socialist machine) or the spirit of "serving the people" as championed by Mao (see Link, pages 194 and 196-97).
The economic reform brought about dramatic economic developments and also a dramatic rise in prices. The rationing system was abolished and prices were allowed to float according to the market. This situation led to an adaptation of a Maoist slogan. The original slogan exhorted people to cut back on their material needs and hope for the future: "The whole country should look forward (quan guo ren min xiang qian kan)." Now, the sentence reads the same but a word is changed. "Qian," a sound that stands for many words (typical of the Chinese language which has many words with identical pronunciation), can mean both forward and money. Now, the slogan reads "The whole country looks toward money." Material wealth, discouraged under the Communist system, becomes a high goal of pursuit. Many of the newly rich did not even know how to spend their money. They showed off wealth sometimes by burning hundred-yuan bills and breaking expensive bottles of cognac. China had increasing numbers of "ten thousand yuan households," which were lauded by the state, and eventually, with inflation and a rise in income, ten thousand yuan changed from an astronomical figure to a much less insignificant sum of money—with the growth of inflation, economic development and wage adjustments, that amount went from being out of reach for most people to suddenly being obtainable. Millionaires became the new heroes of the era. In recent years, the Communist Party wanted to cement their rule by attracting millionaires to join the party and to participate in local and provincial governments. The majority of the millionaires, however, have their highest degrees only from primary or junior high school. This fact contrasts with the people interviewed by Amy Hanser, many of whom are college graduates and pay more attention to job satisfaction as well as money, instead of simply making a lot of money (see Link, pages 196-97).
In this new economy of competition, not all college graduates are successful, and women, whether or not they have attended college, equally face the issue of how to balance family and work (see Link, pages 198-201). On the whole, Amy Hauser concludes that not every one is able to find a job that allows self-realization. "Factors such as education, locality, lack of connections, inadequate skills or ability, personality, and even luck can be perceived as barriers to success in finding, landing and keeping a good job" (Link, 202). But she also notes that China's younger generations are willing to try it out in this new economic system, and, like in the past, they are adapting to the new rules of the game (Link, 203).
Economic changes are not just economic, but entail political and social ramifications. The new market economic system and the job market have led to more independent and assertive personalities and greater ambitions of individual self-fulfillment. If the decrease in the work unit has led to great changes in the Chinese social structure, the job market has also cultivated new values among China's young. Living in high rises without access to the traditional community, thriving on individualism and self-assertiveness, the Chinese young are becoming increasingly like the youth of the West in their value system and external environment.

Market economy and geographical mobility
Besides fostering greater independence, another consequence of market economy is its promotion of geographical mobility. From the development of the family responsibility system to the ultimate disbandment of the People's Commune in recent years, peasants found they no longer needed to have the whole family live on the farm. The able-bodied ones would migrate to cities looking for unskilled jobs as construction workers, household helpers, nurses' assistants in hospitals, for example. This directly clashed with the state rule that rural residents cannot migrate to cities. In the past, this rule was maintained by the household registration system, where each household had a registration book that indicated their residence. With this book, a family would get their ration tickets for food items---such as tofu, eggs, cooking oil, sesame butter, sugar, rice, wheat flour---and for cloth. Under a state regulated economy, in the absence of a free market, this household registration system would effectively deter peasants from coming into cities because they could not survive there without the ration tickets. But with the emergence of a market economy and the demise of the ration system, the household registration system can no longer deter peasants from flocking to cities, even though peasants continue to be discriminated against: schools charge their children double or triple tuition than local children because they are not residents. Hospitals charge extra, too, for the same reason. And open discrimination happens often. The police very often charge unreasonable fees for rule violations. 
21. Emergence of the job market, corruption, and mass protests 

While it is sometimes occurs in the United States, corruption has been an endemic problem in developing countries. There have been debates why corruption seems to be a much more glaring problem outside the United States, and several reasons help toward its explanation: the greater affluence of the United States in contrast to the wage differentials in the developing countries, where the embezzlement of $1 million could net one the death penalty (or nothing, if one could get away with it), and the development of a healthy legal system (which many developing countries do not have). The much higher levels of affluence in the U.S. compared with developing countries not only helps explain why embezzlement of the same amount of money might not seem as big a deal here, but also why many people do not embezzle---because they are paid such astronomical sums in salaries and perks (e.g., some CEOs). Still, embezzlement or corruption can occur in the United States and on a grand scale---just look at the stock market in the past few years, how Enron, Lucent, Martha Stewart, and so many others have used insider trading or false reporting of profits to manipulate the stock market---it also shows that a well- developed legal system that effectively prosecutes such behavior is of paramount importance.
Compared with the U.S., the corruption in China is characteristic of that of the developing countries. The failure of the republican Chinese government in early twentieth century to develop an effective legal system, coupled with the Chinese Communists' hatred of everything introduced from the West (including the modern legal system) and the annihilation of authority that we see from almost every story in Chen Jo-hsi's collection of stories The Execution of Mayor Yin, led to almost a total collapse of the Chinese social order by the end of the Cultural Revolution and a pervasive cynicism among the people against any authority and any policies of the party. Lawyers had low status in society in the late 1970s and early 1980s because no one believed law was independent from the decisions of the local party secretary or the directives of the central Party government. Another legacy of the Cultural Revolution was the fear of another similar political movement. Many parents encouraged their children to study science and technology so as to keep out of politics; many state officials, not knowing how long they would stay in their positions before another political movement swept them away, used their positions to maximize their personal profit. The dual economy made the latter possible. Therefore, if the son of an industrial minister worked for a private company, the company might have better access to certain raw materials (e.g., steel, coal, or faster delivery of goods) depending on the areas governed by the father. Many private companies were headed by sons and daughters of high Chinese officials. "Government profiteering" is the term for these officials who used their children in this way or who themselves directly participated in profiting from abusing their authority. When China started moving to a monetary economy in1980s, making money was no longer considered a shameful thing. Monetary corruption was on a steep rise, as reported from Perry Link in chapter 2. It causes public resentment especially because many people's lives did not become much better off because of the economic reform, so that the gap between the rich and the poor in the urban areas has risen dramatically. 

Although more laws are in place, corruption remains a pervasive phenomenon to the extent that almost every one gives bribes to someone else for something (Link, 47-49): better housing (e.g., a larger apartment on a more desirable floor, facing a better direction, even when it is purchased by oneself), better jobs, promotion and pay raises, license for business operation, and so forth. To some extent, this level of corruption may have something to do with the change of the official verdict about money: to make money is glorious now (Link, 53).
Another source of corruption was the abuse of funds by state-owned enterprises.  In 1994 alone, dining and wining cost the state $18 billion. Thus, according to some people, to end corruption China needed to end state ownership of any part of the economy. This was one of the reasons why the reform prime minister Zhu Rongji pushed for China's joining the World Trade Organization---to push China into a full blown market economy as required by the WTO of its members.

Many Chinese therefore feel uncomfortably sandwiched between the choice of poverty but relatively little corruption in the Mao years and greater economic development but rampant corruption in the post-Mao years.

Government corruption, the job market, and student protest in 1989

Starting in 1987, official state policies stipulated that from then on college students were expected to find their own jobs. The iron rice bowl became a piece of breakable chinaware. Students' search for jobs gave them direct experience of the inequality of the job market, where the children of senior Chinese cadres were often well placed in private companies because of their fathers' positions in the government. For the millions of Chinese college graduates who were suddenly snatched from their secure, privileged positions as college students and thrust into the job market for a Darwinian struggle, especially students who had been educated of social equality under Communism (however untrue that might be) they were furious and felt extremely unfairly treated. 

In the preceding ten years, because of China's economic reforms and eagerness to attract foreign investments, the state loosened the ideological grip. Therefore, there were active political debates and intellectual dialogues going on, with many radical elements posting their opinions on a wall in downtown Beijing. It was called the "democracy wall" because of the heated discussions of democracy in these writings. The discontented students and the pro-democracy activists merged in 1989, forming a student movement against "government profiteering," asking for greater political transparency and a more democratically elected government. The students held hunger strikes and staged months of demonstrations in Tiananmen Square, the center of Beijing. The government felt things were getting out of their control. Even the press, thinking that the initial state dialogues with the students meant the government really was going to open up this time, openly reported on the student movement for days, something unprecedented in Communist Chinese history where the media was the mouthpiece of the state. Finally, on June 3, the government used regular troops to crush the students remaining in Tiananmen Square. Different reports of the dead students and Beijing residents ranged from hundreds to thousands. There was a thorough crackdown on the activists in this political movement after June 4. Most of them were identified from video clips and apprehended. They were jailed, and dozens were executed.  Most top student leaders went into hiding and eventually made it to the United States or Europe. 

22. China after 1989

After 1989, the Chinese people resumed their political reserve--they knew once again they needed to keep their mouths shut about politics as they saw what could still happen to them. On the other hand, the state did not stop the open door policy, and, like other autocratic governments, it decided the best way to pacify the people was greater economic development---so that economically they would be better off and thank the government for it. People were encouraged to make money but not to comment on Communist Party policies. Many former political activists turned to money making. Political transparency stopped. Still, there was, to some extent, greater freedom of the press---though not in the form of criticizing the party. Political issues could now be touched on in the form of tabloid news (e.g., so-and-so has this much money because of embezzlement, and so on). Even so, there was certain news the media could not touch upon. And although individual party members could be exposed and condemned (see chapters 2 and 4 in Link's book), the Communist party itself could not be questioned or commented on, and its senior leadership could not be touched by the media if they were still in power.
23. Market Economy and Women 

The issue of women and their status in Chinese society is not just about gender; it is also a reflection of the goals and values of Chinese society and the Chinese state. During the Cultural Revolution, Chinese women were told they held "half the sky," but in reality, they were not allowed to display their womanhood. The erasure of the social display of gender differences, for the Communist Party, was in line with their policy to put Communist rule before the individual and the family. Under such policies, paradoxes abounded. Almost all women went to work, yet women often held more lower-paid and less-professional jobs. Professional women looked down on housework, including child rearing, and they were justified by the Soviet leader Lenin's argument that housework was the work of the slave. The traditional praise of a woman as a "virtuous wife and good mother" has become an insult to the majority of urban girls, for whom the term is the equivalent of wearing an outdated piece of clothing that belonged to one's grandmother. 

More and more men have started to do household chores as their wives go to work and ascend the job ladder, although regional variations exist. Arguably southern Chinese men do more household work than northern ones, and the men from Shanghai, the largest metropolis in China, have especially a reputation for taking over a significant portion of household work, while handling full time jobs. On the other hand, all over China, rural, low-income men seem to be the last to do household chores. To put this into perspective, in rural China arranged marriages are still often practiced, even though they became illegal under the 1950 marriage law. The urban/rural gap continues to be reflected not only in income distribution but also in the treatment of women. 

Thirty-five years have passed since Mao sent the educated urban youth en masse to the countryside partly as a way to address the urban/rural divide. Today, the divide still exists, and in some regions it is worse than before, because some of the rural population has been adversely influenced by the growing market economy. In some regions the situation is better, partly because young people from the country migrate to the cities, take up temporary jobs, and send money back home. Young rural girls often serve as household servants in urban families. City-dwellers' prejudices against these girls show that not only is there a divide between the city and the country, but also one between urban women and rural women. The often educated urban women who are invariably the employers of rural domestic servants often look down upon the latter's low level of education and lack of manners and quite easily suspect rural girls of being prostitutes or thieves (see Link, chapter 5). The urban/rural gap between women is also the topic of chapter 3 in Link's book: urban women tend to condescend to rural women, even when the former want to help the latter out of their helpless situations---that is, the routine sufferings from "coercion, force, and violence" from men who impose their will in "matters related to arrangement of marriages, household discipline, sexuality, and other sensitive areas" (Link, 60-61).
How rural women are disadvantaged by the market economy 

The growth of the commercial economy in China seems to enforce gender inequality that dates back to pre-Communist China. Paradoxically, despite all the political movements to bring forth a new culture, Communist China has failed to stem certain traditional practices it set out to end, such as arranged marriages and patriarchal rule of the family in rural China. With a commercial economy, more and more rural households find themselves that money is tight, and so they arrange marriages for their daughters in order to get cash from the bride money given by the groom's family. Often women are married to men who live in far away places because their natal villages are poor and their parents do not have much of a choice when it comes to deciding who (and where) their daughters can marry. This situation reinforces male dominance over the new wives because they do not have the support of their natal homes in their new environment. The household responsibility system in the countryside (contracting state land to individual peasant households) has led to greater efficiency in farming and allowed many men to flock to work in the cities, leaving their women behind to take care of the land and the household. Men seeking extramarital affairs or harassing the women who are left behind by their husbands in the village often go unpunished by law or village authority, while women who commit adultery are often severely punished by their spouses, reflecting the legacy of the traditional patriarchal society (see Link, chapter 3).
Urban Chinese women and the economic reform 

In contrast to their rural counterparts, young, educated urban women seem to have endless possibilities waiting for them, which they embrace with dreamy eyes as seen on page 138 (in Link) in the picture of the cover girl for the magazine The Young Generation. The urban woman is a far cry from the rural woman and from her predecessor, the reeducated girl high school graduate back in the 1960s-1970s (for comparison, see the picture on page 142). Revolutionary expectations are no longer there. Very few Chinese in their early twenties (born around 1980) know what the Cultural Revolution was. Both urban men and women have been educated through commercials via television and other forms of mass media on how to consume and build up an individual identity through the choices of material goods. Magazines are an important source in teaching the young how to build an identity based on material consumption and in addressing their increasing quest to understand society and themselves. Numerous Western magazines, such as Elle and Cosmopolitan, are published in Chinese editions to offer the young Chinese consumers an international perspective. From these magazines, young Chinese female professionals learn how to fashion their own images and how to manage their lives (Link, chapter 6).
The new lifestyle of consumption in urban China is closely related to the economic reform: professional women who work in certain types of jobs now can earn significantly more money than in Maoist China because wages are no longer regulated by the state. Women and men now have greater chances to exercise their abilities if they work hard enough and have the right opportunities, as in the story of the lawyer Liu Xiaohong (see pages 151-53). Sure, they may still face similar problems as their rural counterparts sometimes, such as spousal abuse (155) or sexual harassment from male bosses or colleagues (156-57), but they are on the whole much more mobile than rural women and being literate and knowing their rights better, they are more likely to flee, resist, or fight it out than their rural counterparts. On the whole, urban women gain considerably through the economic reform.
24. Rural to Urban Migration as solution to the urban/rural gap? 

The Cultural Revolution practice of sending millions of Red Guards to the countryside as a way to integrate the country and the city, in retrospect, looked extremely naive. The educated urban youth seldom really integrated with the peasants---they lived in separate quarters, often kept to themselves during their spare time, and many kept on studying with whatever books they were able to smuggle to the country, with the hope that one day they would be able to get out of there. Their dream finally came true in winter 1977, when the nationwide college entrance examination system was again revived. Almost all the college freshmen of 1977 and 1978, and half of the freshmen of 1979, came from the reeducated youth in the countryside or from the factories. As time went on, many of the remaining reeducated youth came back to their hometowns from the countryside (unless they had lived in Shanghai; many could not return to that city because of overcrowding).
With the growth of the market economy and the household responsibility system in the countryside, the reverse has been happening in the past ten or more years: about 100 million farmers have migrated to the cities looking for work. They usually live in sub-standard housing, working for extraordinarily low wages, with no health insurance, no workplace guarantee of safety, and no retirement pension. The huge gap between life in the city and the country means even when many are making below minimum wages in the cities, they are still making more than they would in the country. One question that is likely to arise is: is this reverse flow of population going to reduce the gap between the urban and the rural in China?
The gap between the urban and rural is so huge that Li Zhang sees the urban and rural populations as belonging to two different "nations" (see Link, chapter 12). This difference continues when rural girls rush to the cities for sweatshop jobs. The very depressing working conditions described in Link (in chap.7) contrasts with the greater job opportunities for educated city girls, indirectly reflected in the magazines the latter read (see Link, chapter 6). The leisure, dreams, and taste of urban girls are things the rural factory girls never dream of---they do not even have time to write home or to visit hometown friends who work in nearby factories because of the usual 12 hour work days. It never occurs to most of them that they have rights--to a regular paycheck, to resign, and to minimum wage and standard working hours (Link, chapter 7). They are grateful to have a chance to work. For many of them, this may be the first time they come to a city, and the first time to use electricity and even running water instead of kerosene lamps and water drawn from a well. The hard life in the countryside has prepared them to be very tough and not complain. The bad working conditions are true also for the male workers. In some factories, workers routinely have their fingers chopped off in machine accidents because the factories refuse to add security measures to their machines, because it would increase the cost of the machinery. The workers then are usually dismissed either with minimal medical compensation or with no compensation at all. Occasionally, their cases get reported in the local newspapers and international papers like the New York Times. But most of the time, their stories go unheard. Local governments are under pressure to check on the factories more closely, but the results are very slow in coming. Corruption is an important element: bribes have shut the mouths of many officials. Of course some rural laborers fare somewhat better. Among those with lighter jobs, such as domestic nannies, many of them acquire a taste for urban life through interactions with the households they serve (Link, chapter 2).
Li Zhang argues that one of the reasons for the prejudice against rural migrant workers in the cities is the lingering hukou (household registration) system (see Link, pages 279-80). Although the development of market economy means the rural migrants can survive in the city (buy their own food and clothing without need for the coupons, as the rationing system has ended), the household registration system defines the migrant workers as peasants and, as such, their children need to pay extra to attend schools in the cities because they are not "residents of the district" because they don't have household registration in that district. Because of the highly unstable nature of their work (construction work, nannies) and the absence of medical insurance associated with their jobs, illness often means the end of their work, if not death. I personally witnessed a construction worker on a stretcher in 1989. He was possibly paralyzed because he fell from a construction site. But the doctors were in no hurry to rush him into the emergency operation room because he had no money to pay for it. So he was left on the stretcher before the doctors could reach a decision on what to do about him. The migrant workers also lack legal protection against sexual harassment and other abuses (see Link, pages 282-83). Although some migrant entrepreneurs are able to "make it" (286-87), they are not the majority of the migrant workers. Zhang emphasizes that the household registration system continues to be a main hindrance to the rural migrants in the cities, preventing them from enjoying urban privileges such as education and perhaps some medical benefits that urban residents are entitled to. If this is the case, with the growth of the market economy, the gap created by the household registration system should diminish, though the status of the rural migrant workers may improve more slowly.
25. Economic reform and the prospect of democracy in China 

After the Cultural Revolution, Deng Xiaoping steered China onto the stage of pragmatic reform. The forces unleashed by the reforms have challenged not only China's planned economy but also the party-state itself. Market reform, because it was accompanied by only limited political reforms and lacked a legal and regulatory framework, gave rise to bouts of inflation, rampant corruption, growing social and regional disparities, and economic and political decentralization (Merle Goldman and Roderick MacFarquhar, "Dynamic Economy, Declining Party State," in idem, eds. in The Paradox of China's Post-Mao Reforms [Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1999], 4.) Nonetheless, these reforms ended the political chaos and economic stagnation of the Cultural Revolution. Deng and most of his colleagues rejected Mao's utopian visions of the egalitarian society of the Great Leap Forward, the unending class struggle of the Cultural Revolution, and state control of the economy, collectivization of agriculture, and emphasis on heavy industry. The failures of the Mao era led Deng to believe the only way for the party to hold on to its weakened mandate was to improve the standard of living for the majority of the population. Despite the student demonstrations of 1989, which were a reaction to some of the problems in the growing commercial economy (e.g., government profiteering, uncertainty about losing the iron rice bowl and finding a job on their own, inflation, unfair competition in the job market against children of government leaders), in 1992, Deng Xiaoping reemphasized the need for greater economic reforms in order to stave off a Soviet style collapse.

In the process of economic reform Deng Xiaoping withdrew the power of the party from many areas of life except for two: birth control (because of China's one billion plus population) and politics (because of a market economy and because Deng wanted to repair Chinese life damaged under Mao's rule when politics dominated everything). But even in the area of politics, the party's control of the state has changed from the Mao era. The party/state's loosening grip on the economy set in motion, however, processes in society, the political structure, and the cultural arena that it could not control. The establishment of the special economic zones in the 1980s (four coastal Chinese cities in the south) and foreign-Chinese joint ventures helped reduce the party/state's control. Their appearance was concomitant with the state's decision to develop private and collective enterprises. Many state enterprises, formerly subsidized by the state, now were allowed to go bankrupt if they did not turn a profit. By the late 1990s, the state enterprise (or work unit) made up less than half of China's economic production was shrinking at an accelerating rate. In December 2001, China joined the WTO (World Trade Organization) which stipulated that by 2006, China should become a market economy and except for in a few areas, completely open its market to the outside world. 

Deng did realize the need for political reform, although he did not want a checks-and- balances system. He did try to introduce measures into the party that would limit the concentration of political power in the hands of one or a few individuals. First government leaders, and now the highest party leaders, came to have fixed terms. The Chairman of the Communist Party, the chairman of the People's Republic of China, and the chairman of the People's Liberation Army, all have fixed terms. It was by these rules that the chairman of the party, Jiang Zemin, successor to Deng Xiaoping (d.1997) as the number one leader of China, and the Chinese premier Li Peng both retired in September 2002, their positions filled by the new party chairman, Hu Jintao, and premier Wen Jiabao.
A new phenomenon in the 1980s at the local government level was the implementation of the electoral system in the countryside. In the cities, it was tried out in 1980 but soon given up because the candidates elected did not please the party. The democratically elected village cadres are "relatively successful in securing popular compliance with state policies in return for defending villagers against the illegal predatory exactions of township and county officials, on whom they no longer need to depend for their positions."(Goldman, 13)  The estimate of the percentage of villages holding their own elections was 10 percent by 1999 (Goldman, 13). In 1990, Deng Xiaoping also saw to the passage of a law on administrative procedure, which "gave ordinary people the right to bring suit against rapacious, arbitrary officials. Villagers, for example, began bringing suit against local officials who had confiscated their land for village industries or projects. In 1995 alone it was reported that 70,000 citizens filed suit against government agencies and officials" (Goldman, 14).
Although there has been much reform, most of it was accomplished by the directives of individuals. Deng Xiaoping's death in 1997 further weakened the party's authority as he had carried out many policies by relying on his personal prestige and this style---emphasizing personal rule over institutional procedures---was carried on by his successor Jiang Zemin, who had already become the party chairman seven years before Deng's death, when Deng officially "stepped down," although Jiang complied with his wishes in real policies. By now, the Communist party's power has been significantly weakened. The "paradox of the post-Mao era is that an expanding, dynamic economy has undermined the authority of the political leaders who have made it possible. Despite some limited political and legal reforms, there is an increasing dichotomy between China's economic growth and its increasingly fragmented party-state. As long as such a contradiction exists, China will be haunted by the specter of political instability" (Goldman, 16).
Increasingly, the party "has difficulties regulating an increasingly complex and fluid society in which the relationships between state and society are in flux" (Goldman, 21). China's expanding business class has its interests "served by maintaining its present relationship with officials. The subordinate status of the rising economic forces--the self-employed, collectives, clans, and small and large scale private businesses--has been reinforced by the party's efforts to co-opt their associations and head off any challenge to the political system. Even the non-governmental associations, which are self-financing, function under some sort of official supervision. Professionals and academics, some of whom--lawyers, doctors, engineers, and educators--are establishing private practices, also have set up smaller, more flexible groups, which have replaced the official professional federations as their main source of association. Yet the degree of even influential nongovernmental groups of professionals and academics is delineated and policed by officials." (Goldman, 17-18)  Even so, associations established under official supervision have been more assertive of their members' views than their sponsors' (Goldman, 17-18). We do see a degree of pluralism, although this pluralism stopped at direct criticism of the state. Several chapters in Perry Link's Popular China (e.g., chapters 2, 3, 5, and 6) reflect on this pluralism in the mass media. 

Despite the gradual growth of cultural pluralism (although not necessarily political pluralism) in China, according to political scientist Andrew Nathan, even though the liberals, those who wanted more liberalization and economic freedom, and conservatives, those who were against such stand on the left by Western standards, they both want big government and egalitarianism. 

The liberals wanted government to fight privileges with more economic and political reform, and the conservatives wanted government to protect citizens' welfare with less reform. Many also wanted government to fight inflation, corruption, crime, bureaucracy, inequitable income distribution, and inadequate government investment in education, as well as inadequate jobs, poor quality and crowded housing, shoddy goods, environmental pollution, etc. A substantial number of people explored the weakness of government in the traditional realms of government responsibility. Their agenda is called the "Tiananmen Agenda" since these issues were fought for by student demonstrators at Tiananmen Square in May 1989. 
Those who were concerned with the issues of daily life (the Tiananmen agenda) and the reform agenda are largely young, male, urban, and educated, while those who leaned toward the economic welfare agenda were largely older, rural, and female. The ideological divide was similar to that in the West: these groups represented the winners and losers of reform. Reform dissolved the commune and the limited social benefits associated with it. 
Nathan's conclusion regarding future Chinese politics is interesting: "This urban-rural gap may likely shape the future of Chinese politics. Deng's reform may thus have bequeathed to China not only a soft transition to the market but also the beginnings of relatively clear, institutionalized, interest-based cleavages that can either shape a post-Deng authoritarian corporatist structure or undergird a democratic party system if one should emerge" (Andrew Nathan, China's Transition, Columbia University Press, 1998, chapter 12.). Nathan's conclusion is insightful, not only because it points to the continued urban/rural divide that may have sharpened due to the newly introduced market economy, but also because it highlights a possible alternative to political liberalism--interest group politics within the framework of the Communist Party leadership. The Maoist political lines may perhaps leave no trace behind ten or twenty years from now, and the Communist Party may continue to focus on economic development while not permitting direct criticisms against it, much like the governments of Singapore, South Korea, and Taiwan a decade ago. On the other hand, the Communist Party of the future may begin to seriously address the grievances and complaints of people as they gain greater access to the state through the formation of interest groups, perhaps not just one urban and one rural group, but many subdivisions within each of these groups (e.g., various urban groups, such as the private entrepreneurs or the unemployed workers).
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