Ancient Mesopotamia: inventors of the decimal, sexagesimal, systems, mathematics, law, the first city, record keeping, the first written language (?), the ziggurat, 
1. From hunter-gatherers to farmers: the geography of upper Mesopotamia (8,000-6,000 BC)

2. The formation of an elaborate social structure in lower Mesopotamia
· The geography of lower Mesopotamia

a. Fertile land, but irratic floodings

· The rise of the city-state and the city’s relationship to the country
· Justification of kingship (god-like, or half/ 2/3 divine)
3. Human relationship to nature

· From the description of the gods (often in animal or natural form)

· From the relationship of gods to humans (Epic of Gilgamesh)

a. Closely related;

b. Close interactions (Shamash/Gilgamesh; Anu/Eanna/Enlil/humans)

4. Religious outlook and view of life:
· God’s attitude toward the humans (story of the flood by Utnapishtim)

· Gilgamesh’s search for eternal life
5. Wars and cultural shifts:
· The ancient Sumerian Civilization(3500-2370 BC) 

· The Akkadian Empire(2370-2100 BC) 

· The Third Dynasty of Ur(2100-2000 BC) 

· The Ancient Babylonian Empire(1900-1500 BC) 

· The Hittite Empire (1600-1200 BC) 

