The following are texts (for your general reference, not for book review), and books for review.  You may also want to go to the IUN library and browse through call numbers DS750 to DS799, where titles are all modern and contemporary China.  The book you review, as well as the outside sources you use for your two papers, have to cover China between around 1800 to 1949, not before or after.

Texts (available at IUN library):

Fairbank, John King and Merle Goldman.  China : a new history.  Cambridge, Mass. : 

Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1998.

Spence, Jonathan.  The search for modern China.  New York : Norton, c1990.

Spence, Jonathan D.  The Chinese century : a photographic history of the last hundred years.   Photographs researched by the authors, Colin Jacobson and Annabel Merullo.

Fairbank.  The great Chinese revolution, 1800-1985. 

 New York : Harper & Row, c1986.

History survey.
The following books are reviewable and generally available at IUCAT; if not, try the WORLDCAT.

Barlow, Tani E., Gary J. Bjorge, eds.  I myself am a woman : selected writings of Ding

 Ling.  Introduction by Tani E. Barlow. Boston : Beacon Press, c1989.

This book is a collection of the famous woman novelist Ding Ling whose first success 

Barrett, David, and Larry Shyu.  Chinese Collaboration with Japan, 1932-1945: the

 Limits of Accommodation.  Stanford University Press, 2001.  

Comprehensive treatment of Sino-Japanese collaboration (1937-45) at the level of both state and society.  

Bays, Daniel.  Christianity in China: From the Eighteenth Century to the Present. 

Stanford University Press, 1996. 

A rich view of one of China’s smallest minorities, the Christians.

Biggerstaff, Knight.  Nanking Letters.  Cornell University Press, 1979, 1999.

Written between Apr. and Aug.1949, a first hand account of Nanking before, during and immediately after the Communist takeover.

Brook, Timothy, and Bob Wakabayashi, eds.  Opium Regimes: China, Britain, and Japan, 1839-1952.  University of California Press, 2000.

It integrates the research of sixteen scholars to show that opium trade was not purely a British operation but involved Chinese merchants, state agents, and Japanese imperialists as well.

Chang, Natasha Peng-Mei.  Bound Feet and Western Dress.  New York: Anchor Books, 1996.

A biography of Zhang Youyi, the author’s aunt and wife of the famous Chinese poet Xu Zhimo, on how she survived divorce, attended school and finally making it to a senior position in a bank.  Her life reflected modern Chinese women’s struggles for higher social status.

Cochran, Sherman.  Encountering Chinese Networks: Western, Japanese, and Chinese Corporations in China, 1880-1937.   University of California Press, 2000.

Discussion of how businesses tried to retain control of corporate hierarchies while adapting to local social networks through adjustments to dramatic changes in Chinese society, politics, and foreign affairs.

Fairbank, John King, and Ssu-yu Teng.  China's response to the West; a documentary 

survey, 1839-1923.  Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1954.

A collection of documents from various aspects of Chinese life focusing on why and how to modernize China.

Fairbank.  Chinabound : a fifty-year memoir.  New York : Harper & Row, 

1982. 

A memoir of the first and most famous modern China specialist in the U.S., on his life in China before 1950.   Vivid descriptions of many aspects of China.
Lee, Leo Ou-fan.  Shanghai Modern: the Flowering of a New Urban Culture in China, 1930-1945.  Harvard University Press, 1999.

Extensive coverage of Shanghai cinema, popular magazines, and popular writers in republican China.

Salisbury, Harrison.  The Long March.

Journalist Salisbury retook the 6,000 mile long march that the Chinese Communists took in tactical retreat from the pursuit of the Nationalists in 1934-35 to write this book.

Edgar Snow.  Red star over China. New York : Grove Press, [1973, c1968].

Spence, Jonathan D.  The Gate of Heavenly Peace : the Chinese and their revolution, 1895-1980.  New York : Viking Press, 1981.

Spence, an old China specialist, gives a complex account of the Chinese intellectuals and Chinese politics in the late 19th-early 20th centuries.

Spence, Jonathan D.  To change China : Western advisers in China, 1620-1960.
Wales, Nym.  Inside Red China.  New York : Da Capo Press, 1977, c1939.

Wales, Nym.  Red dust: autobiographies of Chinese Communists, as told to Nym Wales.

Zhang, Jingyuan.  Psychoanalysis in China: Literary Transformation, 1919-49.  Cornell University Press, 1992.

A historical and bibliographical study of the reception and interpretation of Freud’s ideas in China and an analysis of the use of these ideas in literature and literary criticism.


Zhang, Yingjin.  Cinema and Urban Culture in Shanghai, 1922-1943.  Stanford University Press, 1999.

This book covers Shanghai cinema as a vital force in Shanghai culture in republican China.

