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Abstract
Joint Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology to be offered by and at
Indiana University South Bend and
Indiana University Northwest

Objectives: The joint major in Anthropology offers students a truly interdisciplinary experience given its
focus on the study of the nature and origins of human cultural and biclogical diversity and its utilization of the
methods and knowledge of natural science, social science, and the humanities. The major develops students’
critical thinking skills by teaching its adherents to observe keenly and participate consciously in the world
around them. Anthropology courses encourage students to begin to think outside the box—to see the
relationships between the various parts of the systems they are studying as well as to make comparisons
between different types of systems. These are the abilities that are in demand with employers, as the great
demand for students with majors in anthropology demonstrates (“Hot asset in corporate: Anthropology
degrees”, USA Today, 2/18/99). This major will acquaint students with basic principles, methods, theories,
and knowledge of anthropological study. Students may choose to pursue a broad program of study or to
develop particular expertise in one of the subfields (archaeology, physical anthropology, sccial and cultural
anthropology, linguistics).

Clientele To Be Served: The proposed program is intended for traditional and non-traditional
undergraduate students, whether they are secking a general undergraduate education, a career in the field
(including those bound for graduate school training in archaeology, cultural anthropology, and biological
anthropology), or a career in a related area (social services, medical science, business, and so on).

Curriculum: Students at éach campus would have to fulfill the general education and elective requirements
of their respective divisions (Division of Asts and Sciences at TU-Northwest; Division of Liberal Arts and
Sciences at [U-South Bend), and in addition complete 33 credit hours in the major, with 2 minimum grade of
C - in each course and a 2.00 GPA in the major, The 33 credit hour major requirement consists of six credit
heours of introductory core courses, three credit hours in methods, three credit hours in theory, nine credit
heurs in core courses in three of the four subfields of physical anthropology, cultural anthropclogy,
archaeology or linguistics, three credit hours in a capstone course, and nine credit hours of electives; at least
- fifteen credit hours in the major must be taken at the 300 and/or 400 level. The introductory core provides
students with a basic knowledge of the four subfields of anthropology, the advanced core courses with an
array of specialized knowledge, the theory and methods courses with history of thought and techniques, and
the capstone with an integration of these diverse courses and subfields.

Employment Possibilities; Anthropology provides students with the framework and skills needed to
understand past and present cultures, to negotiate fluid cultural contexts, and to think critically about where
we as a society are headed. For students planning a career in healthcare, business, education, or sacial
services, an anthropological perspective will help them perform better on the job. Anthropology teaches them
to see how cultural and social systems fit together and how they mesh with individual behavior. They will
learn research skills that are invaluable in ali relationships and social interactions. They will be sensitive to
issues that arise from conducting business in a diverse national and an increasingly global economy. Specific
job opportunities for BA graduates intclude social services, American Indian relations, contract archaeology,
museum work, and government park services. The program provides a solid foundation for students who
wish to pursue graduate study in anthropology as well as for students who wish to continue on in another
discipline such as international studies, law, social work, medical science, or business, where training in
cultural diversity or “corporate culture” would be valued.




Summary of New Degree Program Propesal
I. Campus: Indiana University South Bend and Indiana University Northwest
II. Proposed Degree: B.A. in Anthropology
IIL. Proposed Date of Implementation: 2001-2002
IV. List the major objectives of the proposed program and describe its chief features briefly:

The joint major in Anthropology offers students a truly interdisciplinary experience given its
focus on the study of the nature and origins of human cultural and biological diversity. The major
develops students’ critical thinking skills by teaching its adherents to observe keenly and participate
consciously in the world around them. Anthropology courses encourage students to begin to think
outside the box—to see the relationships between the various parts of the systems they are studying
as well as to make comparisons between different types of systems. These are the abilities that are
in demand with employers, as the great demand for students with majors in anthropology
demonstrates (“Hot asset in corporate; Anthropology degrees”, USA Today, 2/18/99). This major
will acquaint students with basic principles, methods, theories, and knowledge of anthropological
study. Students may choose to pursue a broad program of study or to develop particular expertise in
one of the subfields (archaeology, physical anthropology, social and cultural anthropology,
linguistics). :

" Students at each campus would have to fulfill the general education and elective
requirements of their respective divisions (Division of Arts and Sciences at TU-Northwest; Division
of Liberal Arts and Sciences at IU-South Bend), and in addition complete 33 credit hours in the
major with a minimum grade of C - in each course and a 2.00 GPA in the major. The 33 credit hour
major requirement consists of six credit hours of intreductory core courses, three credit hours in
methods, three credit hours in theory, nine credit hours in core courses in threg of the four subfields
of physical anthropology, cultural anthropology, archaeology or linguistics, three credit hoursina
capstone course, and nine credit hours of electives; at least fifieen credit hours in the maior must be
taken at the 300 and/or 400 level. The introductory core provides students with a basic knowledge
of the four subfields of anthropology, the advanced core courses with an array of specialized
knowledge, the theory and methods courses with history of thought and techniques, and the capstone
with an integration of these diverse courses.

V. Why is this degree needed?

Political scientist Walter Truett Anderson has observed, "We all share the good fortune-or
the misfortune, depending on how you look at it-of being present at a great historical/evolutionary
event: we are seeing now the emergence of a sccial reality that is different in important ways frem
anything we have known before, the first global civilization." Variously characterized as the
emergence of a post-industrial or postmodern society, this transformation is a result of the
communications and information revolution and the concomitant breaking down of boundaries
between nations, cultures, and economies. No individual, community, or university is exempt and
even our disciplines and departments find themselves struggling to understand and respond to the
implications of the developing global village as old canons and assumptions become cbsolete. One






