To: Bill May, Interim VC Academic Affairs
John Dustman, Chair Survey and Curriculum Committee

From: Florence Sawicki @0

Date: February 19, 2001

Attached is a copy of the all University Associate Degree in Early Childhood. I have
been working with other Early Childhood people from around the system for the past few
years on this proposal and it is finally ready for submission for approval. I am very
excited about the proposal for a number of reasons. The main reason is that Indiana is
finally realizing how important Early Childhood is and over the past few years has made
money available for programs. Most recently the legislatures have allotted additional
new funds for the creation of new early Childhood Centers. If we can get this degree we
will be ready for the influx of people who are wanting to build or work in a Child Care
Centers. The second reason is that this new degree will not cost us anything. We already
offer most of the courses and those 2 or 3 that we do not can be readily taken via distance
education. Thirdly, this proposal shows how various faculty around the system can
work together to bring new programs to the people in Indiana.

I am hoping that the Survey & Curriculum Committee can move on this as expeditiously
possible. We are hoping to get it to the commissioners’ asp and if all goes well we will
be able to start the program in the fall of 2001.

Thank you in advance for all your efforts and am looking forward to hearing from you. If
it would help, I am willing to meet with your committee to answer whatever questions
they may have.



Summary of New Degree Program Proposal
Indiana University

Campus: Bloomington, East, Kokomo, No'rthv?esf and Southeast

Proposed Degree: Associate of Science Degree in Early Childhood Educationv
Projected Dﬁte of Implementation: © Fall, 2001

L Why is the degree needéd?

Currently, interest in providing early education has hit the major priority list both inside and outside of
government, especially the care of infanis and toddlers through kindergarten children,. The 1997 White
House Symposium on Child Care set the stage for the nation to examine the kinds of programs

available for young children. For 1998, the federal Project Head Start spearheaded an initiative for
extending funding to Early Head Start programs for children birth to age three; Indiana had five funded
projects. For the past two years, the Indiana General Assembly has debated increased state support

for preschool and kindergarten programs. In 1998, the Indiana Professional Development System
(IPDS) was created with the mission of promoting quality care and early education by serving and
recognizing individuals working with young children in Indiana. A fundamental component of the IPDS
is a professional development system that recognizes and certifies a multi-level system of training and
experience for early childhood professionals. The intent of this university-wide degree program in Early
Childhood Education is to meet the recognized nieed for qualified education professionals working with
young children in Indiana.

IL List the major topics or curriéulum of the degree.

e a general education component of 28 - 30 credits (semester hours) covering background and

introductory courses in language arts, mathematics, fine arts, science, social studies, and physidal' o
activities; ' )

e an education foundation component of 10 credits covering educational psychology, technology, and
special education;

o asubject matter concentration (Early /Childhbod Education core) of 19 credits covering essential
Early Childhood content areas, child development, and practical experiences; and

o an elective component of 3-5 credits offering options from an approved list for each campus.
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1L List the major student outcomes (or set of performance based standards) for the proposed
degree. '

#1 Students will demonstrate a knowledge of child development principles, educational theories, and
current research related to physical, social, intellectual, and emotional growth of young children.

#2 Students will demonstrate the ability to plan appropriate curricula in a variety of early childhood
settings consistent with young children's developmental level, characteristics, interests, and needs
(including special needs).

#3 Students will plan safe and effective leamning environments appropriate for the developmental
level/age and program context and demonstrate enthusiastic mteraction with children, families,
and colleagues.

#4 Students will develop appropriate practices and will incorporate appropriate instructional
approaches including observation and assessment tools, delivery of instruction, self-reflection, and
interpersonal interaction.

#5 Students will apply and understand the influence of family, culture, and community relationships to
facilitate and support the growth of the child in various social contexts and apply this knowledge
accordingly.

#0 Students are liberally educated, use technologies as teaching tools, and engage in reflection to

improve their performance in the varied leamning environments including the classroom. (e.g.,
questioning, journaling, researching, rereading)

IV.  Explainhow student outcomes will be assessed (course-embedded assessments, graduate follow-
up, employer survey, standardlzed tests, etc.).

Since the associate of science degree program in early childhood educationis a2 +2 program, it will
follow the assessment plan developed by each campus. Understand that becoming early childhood

educators requires preparation that addresses the integration of professional knowledge, skills, and
dispositions, the assessment plans will be designed to promote faculty discussions about students’ progress
(expected performance) through the program and the relevant feedback to students. At thesametime, the
assessments will serve as markers for advancement through the program and formative information about
students’ progress toward degree completion. '

Through the assessment process faculty will be able to monitor the curriculum and make adjustments to the
program, in order to help students clearly understand how to improve their teaching performances and
growth as pre-service teachers. Critical to the assessment process is the students’ commitment to reflect
about their course and clinical exp?'riences and be responsible for their own progress. Faculty observations
of student performances in actual settings with young children will offer insights with regard to determining
students’ development as teachers. These observations and discussions will be designed to track students™
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progress, as well as offer advance notification of issues, gaps, and concerns that might prevent students
from being effective in their field experience and practicum placements, and successfully completing this
degree program. At the end of the program, faculty will have multiple measure to judge the success/
effectiveness of the program and the progress of the students. The students, who fulfill the requirements
for the associate degree program, should be prepared to pass success fully the Praxis I and complete the
application process, including a writing sample, for the bachelor of science program.

As apart of each School of Education’s regular post-graduation follow-up surveys, associate degree
students will be included in the sample to solicit information about their activities after graduation. With
students’ permission, surveys will be sent to their employers to seek feedback about their performances
in the current positions.

V. Describe the student population to be served

This program is designed to attract individuals who pursued a child development program in secondary
school settings and are interested in Early Childhood Education as a career; who are currently employed
in programs for young children; who have completed the Child Developmem Associate credential (CDA);

who pursued post-secondary training but became discouraged because of program format and multiple
responsibilities for job, family, and community in relation to academic activities; who require flexibility in
terms of course access and delivery points; and who are interested in a potential continuation of their
academic program, not only through the associate degree but perhaps into a bachelor's or master's degree.

VI How does the degree complement the campus or departmental mission?

For these five TU campuses this associate degree will extend the range of degree program options available
to students to include the opportumtxes to study and to work with the state of Indiana’s youngest
population. Each campus of Indiana University (IU) is committed to the development of students’ personal,
academic and career potential. Specifically, in the field of education, each campus has amissionto provide
 a full range of educational opportunities and services to education professionals. To facilitate the
vdevelopment ofknowledgeable education professionals and the provision of a variety of educational
opportunities, each campus nurtures important partnershlps thh respective community and regional
educational entities. -

The umversxty-mde associate degree in early childhood education reflects and enhances each of these three
important goals. This associate degree will extend a strong academic program to citizens of Indiana that
prepares them for arewarding career in childcare delivery. This degree option will provide students a
manageable, career-oriented, post-secondary academic program. While offering the opportunity foran
immediate career, this degree program also complements the bachelor’s of science degree in elementary
education on each campus affording students the chance to further their personal, academic and career
goals. Each campus will strengthen and will add to the number of partnerships it has with community and
regional educational agencies, in order to provide the necessary practxcal experiences embedded in this
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