What is it? 

The Chau Hiix Archaeological Field School in Belize is an archaeology and anthropology field school run by a professor (Dr. Pyburn) in the anthropology department at IU. It is about 7 weeks of archaeology and cultural anthropology work. Students live in the jungle, learn about different cultures, Maya archaeology, archaeological methods, and the natural environment—plants and animals
Some Quick Facts about Chau Hiix:

· Ancient Mayan city, ca. 1200 BC-1500 AD 
· Remains of Mayan palaces, pyramids, ball park, plazas 
· Lush forest near Crooked Tree village in northern Belize 
· Inside spectacular bird and wildlife sanctuary 
This year students will be doing excavations and lab work, but students will also have the opportunity to work with school children and community members from the local community, if they want to.
Location

Central America, Northern Belize, Chau Hiix Archaeological Site, Crooked Tree Village
Jungle climate, hot and wet
What will students do?
7 weeks of digging, mapping, data analysis in Belize and students will receive instruction in surveying, excavation, artifact processing and analysis and Maya archaeology. Students will rotate through different kinds of work: excavations, labwork, survey, excavation of human remains, public outreach and education (cultural anthropology work). Everyone will have an opportunity to try each of these activities, but sometimes students decide to spend more time working on one than another as a small-scale research project.
Living Conditions

Live in the jungle in a cabin with other students for 7 weeks. There are rustic bathroom conditions, sun showers, great food cooked by local cooks. It is a lot of fun to be so close to nature

Dates
First Summer Session: May 7 – June 14 2007
Fun!

Students will take fieldtrips to different archaeological sites, cricket matches, community events, a trip to the Cayes, the zoo, etc. Some students choose to stay afterwards and travel.
Cost

Fees paid to IU: (tuition, housing, most meals, health insurance)
Undergraduates:
Indiana resident $4,620
Nonresident $6,820
Initial payment of $500 due two weeks after acceptance.
* International airfare and vacation travel additional -- ~ $600.00 + spending money (~$500.00)
** Do not let this discourage you. You can apply for loan money or scholarships.
Scholarships – Limited availability
There are merit-based and financial aid-based scholarships available for overseas travel. 
Information about these can be found at
http://www.indiana.edu/~overseas/applications/scholarship.shtml
AND
http://www.indiana.edu/%7Eiubhonor/hds/overseas.php
Academic Information – Credits 
· 9 IU credits (all courses applicable to anthropology major) 

· Archaeological Methods & Analyses (ANTH-P 301, 3 cr) 

· Undergraduate Seminar: The Ancient Maya (ANTH-P399, 3 cr, OR ANTH-P 600, 6 cr, for graduates) 

· Field Work in Archaeology (ANTH-P 405, 3 cr)

· Laboratory Methods in Anthropology (ANTH-P 406, 3cr) 

** Most likely there will be courses offered by Dr. Pyburn and Dr. Della Cook that you might want to look into taking before going to Belize. There will also be preparation before the trip—background information, what to pack, what to expect, readings, etc.
How to apply?

Applications will be available by January, on the Overseas Study Website http://www.indiana.edu/~overseas/flyers/chauhiix.html. They will be due January 29, 2007.

You will need to submit

1. Online Application 

2. Two copies of your personal essay 

3. Faculty reference 

4. One signed copy of the Agreement and Release Form 

5. Photographs (required for select programs) 

6. Two copies of your transcript 

7. Additional items (required for select programs) 

You may apply if you 

· are a degree candidate at any Indiana University campus who is making normal academic progress, 

· are in at least your fifth full-time semester of college, 

· are willing to engage in strenuous activity in the heat and share rustic field accommodations without amenities 

· have approximately a 3.0 cumulative GPA. 

